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progress, so that we may have further time
to consider the measure, I move an amend-
ment—
That in paragraph (iii.)} the words ‘‘re-
peatedly and habitually’’ be struck out.
"Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. -, . .. 6
Noes . o .. ..o 11
Majority against 5
AYES,
Hoan. J. M. Drew Hon. A. J. H. Saw

Hon. J. W. Hickey Hou, H. Stewart

Hon, T, Moore Hon. A. Burvill

(Teller.)
Noss.

Hon. J. Duftell Hon, J. M. Mactarlane

Hon. E. H. Gray ilen. J, Nicholson

Hon. W. T. Glasheen Hon. @G. Potter

Hon, V, Hamersley Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. J. R. Brown

Hon. A. Lovekin (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

.Hon. T. MOCRE: I appeal to the Com-
mittee to report progress, this being an
important Bill and the hour being late. A
Bill of a similar character was put through
a year or two ago, and in a short time I
heard enough to convince me that the
measure had not heen thoroughly looked
into. This is a thin House, and I suggest
that anything indefinite in the Bill ought
eertainly to be made definite. I see no
necessity for rushing the measure through
Committee in one night.

Hen. J. J. HOLMES: I am inclined to
support Mr. Moore.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We ean recommit the
Bill to-morrow.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: In matters of this
kind we cannot be too careful. Personally
I regard it as a mistake to say to twe
people that after they have been separated
for three years they ean get a divorce.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I do not wish to
take advantage of anybody, but it is only
a one-clause Bill, we have heen some time
over it already and I saggest that we shonld
finish it and report to the House. To-
morrow, on the third reading stage, T shall
be quite agreeable to recommitiing the Bill
if hon. members wish it.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill reported witliont amendment, and
the report adopted

House adjourned at 11.2 p.m.

Aegislative Fsscmbly,
Wednesday, 25th November, 1925,
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QUESTIONS (2)—SEWERAGE.

Claremont-Cottesloe.

Mr., NORTH asked Hon. 8. W. Munsie
(Honorary Minister): 1, Is he aware (a)
that private sewerage is being undertaken
extensively in the Claremont-Cottesloe area
by means of septic tanks? (b) That the Com-
missioner of Health has expressed himself
adversely to a general policy of sewerage in
these districts by such means? 2, What
limit would the department set to the num-
ber of persons per acre of settlement who
eould be safely served by such tanks?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE replied: 1 (a) It is
known that houscholders are heing actively
canvassed to instal septic tanks and that a
number have done so. (b) Yes. 2, The de-
parinient is not prepared to set a limit to
the number of persens per acre of settlement
who could be safely served by such tanks,
for the veason that cach individual case
shonld be determined on its ments accord-
ing as—(a) There are wells in the vieinity



[25 Novemsrr, 1925.]

likely to be used for drimking purposes and
likely to become contaminated thereby; (b)
The soil is snitable for the disposal
of effnent; (e) The properiy is suitably
situated and large enough to dispose of
sewage in this way, without nuisance.

Sewage Disposal.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has he reeeived any information
as a resolt of the late Engineer in Chief’s in-
quiries in London regarding modern systems
of the disposal of sewage? 2, If so, will he
make such information available to the loeal
anthorities in the Claremont-Cottesloe dis-
trict at the earliest opportunity?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, I invite the hon. member to take
this matfer up with the recently appointed
Engineer in Chief in, say, & month’s time,
by which date he will be more settled in office.
Mr. Stileman has expressed his willingness
to meet representatives of the Loeal Aunthori-
ties and disenss the subject with them.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY.
Claremont, Swanbourne, Cottesloe.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Does he expeet to be in a position
during the present summer to close down the
low level reservoir at Claremont? 2, If net,
when do the department propose to supply
residents in Claremont, Swanbourne, and
Cottesloe districts from the high-pressure
main which has now been completed between
King's Park and Buckland Hill%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes; as soon as transformer is available
for booster pump at Claremont reservoir.
The transformer is being supplied by the
Electricity Department, and is expected in a
few weeks. 2, Answered by No. L.

QUESTION—COOKING, ELECTRICITY
AND GAS.

My, NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1. Is he aware that the Cottesloe
Council have been negotiating for a supply
of coal gas to meet the domestic peeds of
the distriet? 2, What steps have the Govern-
ment Eleciricity Department faken to pop-
nlarise cooking by electricity in that area?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes: 2, By supplying current for
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this purpose at 1%4d. per uuit for the first 50
units per month and 1d. per unit for ali in
excess of that quantity.

QUESTION—WATER FOR STOCK,
MIDLAND JUNCTION.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that stock
which arrived at Midland Junetion by special
train from Meekatharra at 10 a.m. on Tues-
day, the 24th inst, were insufficiently
watered before being sold? 2, Is the source
of supply at the smaller yards at Midland
Junction approximately, a half-inch ball
tap? 3, If so, will he take the necessary
steps to obviate this inhuman ireatment of

. stock, and the consequent unfairness to out-

back growers, by increasing the supply suf-
ficiently to cope with urgent demands ¥

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, These cattle were landed at ap-
proximately 10 o’clock yesterday, when
all water troughs were full, but on
account of the sale starting at 10.30 am.,
the agents began to draft them immediately.
There was an ample supply of water avail-
able bad the stock been given time. 2, The
sonrce of supply in the eattle yards is a
one-inch branch with a one-inch ball cock
tunning off a three-inch main. The supply
in the sheep vards is a half-inch branch with
a half-ingh ball cock running off the same
main. 3, The water supply provided is quite
adequate, and the depariment has never re-
ceived any complaints in this connection.
All the troughs in the sale yards are filled
prior to each sale, but it is of course im-
possible to make provisions to water a whole
troin load of cattle in 20 minutes. If some
of the eattle referred to had not time to get
a drink there was plenty of time and water
available after the sale, approximately two
hoars later.

QUESTION—GAMBLING DEVICES.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (withont
notice} asked the Premier: 1, Ias his atten-
tion been called to the following paragraphs
and resnlutions appearing in this morning’s
“West Australian”:—

Northam TLabour Carnival,
Objection to Gambling Devices.
Northam, Nev. 24,

The Bastern Districts Council of the Aus-
tralian Labour Party opened on the site next
to the office of the ‘*Northam Advertiser’’
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on Saturday evening last a White City Fair,
the stated object of which was to raise funds
for a Northam Trades Hall. The attractions
ineluded various gambling devices such as dart
games, "‘help your neighbour,’’ and housey,
There has been considerable protest lecally,
and on Monday evening the Northam Traders’
Progress Association called a special meeting
to discuss the matter. As a result the follow-
ing resolution was earricd and forwarded thia
morning by telegram to the Premiet:—*‘The
Northam Traders’ Progress Association, in the
interest of the public welfare, strongly pro-
tests against the excessive gambling now heing
carried on at the White City in this town, and
respectfully  requests that the law be en-
forced.’’

Municipal Couneil’s Protest,
Northam, Nov. 24,

A gpecial meeting of the Northam Munieipal .

Council was held at 5 o’clock this evening, and
after discussion the following motion was car-
ried and subsequently telegraphed to the Pre-
mier:—**This couneil desires to cnter an em-
phatic protest against the promoters of Wlite
City in Northam being allowed to break the
law of the land hy condneting games that are
illegal, and earnestly requests that the Premicr
immediately instruet the police to take aetion
to prevent same.’’

2, If so, what action does he propose to
take in the matter?

The PREMIER replied: I have read the
paragraphs referred to, and have also re-
ceived the telegrams conveying the resolu-
tions mentioned in the paragraphs. I have
no knowledge of what has been done there,
but I am eausing inquiries to be made.
The question of gambling at fairs of this
kind has been discussed for many years.
and T am not sure how far the gamblingz
has extended, but I will make inquiries
into the matters protested awainst by the
peaple of Northam.

QUESTION—PEEL ESTATE
INSPECTION.

Mr. ANGELO (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands: In view of the ex-
pected early introduction of the T.oan Esti-
mates, will .the Minister afford members
opportunity to visit the Peel Estate and
have the general schene explained to them
by officers of the department, so as to
enable members to give an intelligent voter
on the items in the Loan Estimates?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
T have no ohjection to any member visiting
the Peel Estate; in faet, I think it wonld
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be of assistance. If they can make arrange-
ments with the engineer in ¢harge, no doubt
he will be only too pleased to conduet mem-
bers over the estate.

Mr. ANGELO: We con get Mr. Anketell
to pilot us?

The MINISTER FOR LLANDS: Yes.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-26.

Report of Committee of Ways and Means
adopted.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Gun License Ae¢t Amendment.

2, Workers’ Homes Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Industries Assistance Aet Continuance.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILL-BROOKTON RECREATION
RESERVE.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

MOTION—NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
MENT.

To inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 18th November
on the following motion by Mr. Lamond :—

That in the opinion of this House a Royal
Commission should be appointed to inquire
inte the development and best metheds of
adminigtration of the North and North-West
portions of the State,

MR, STUBBS (Wagin) [445]: 1 have
followed with much interest the debate on
this motion. T am not going to traverse
any of the ground covered by the previous
speakers, but desire to inform the House
that some vears ago, in company with Mr.
Colebatch, then Minister for the Worth-
Weet, I travelled a distance of over 4,000
miles through the North-West. A consider-
able portion of this journey was made
in a motor car. Our first prolonged trip
on that oceasion was in following the Fitz-
roy River from Derhy almost to its source.
We passed along one of the most fertile
valleys I have ever seen in Australia, not
even excepting some of the most beautiful
eountry in the north of Queensland. Un-
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fortunately for eloser settlement, the front-
ages of this magnificent river are all
alienated from the Crown in long leases. |
do not envy the holders of these frontages,
because they have been held by men whe
took them up 30 or 40 years ago, but if the
North-West is to be developed and settled
with a denser population, reasonable com-
pensation must be given to these holders if
they are deprived of their river fronfages.
One has only to make the journey that I
did to see the trials and difficulties that
beset the pioneers of that huge belt of
rich country. We frequently saw the
graves of men who had Yeen speared by
blacks in the -eighties and nineties of
last century, or the early portion of
this  century, Those men who had
heen so ylueky as to go up there must have
endoved many hardships. It is equally true
that they have been well rewarded for their
ptuck and eaterprise. The appearance of
that country reminds one, who sees it for
the ftirst time, of a huge wheattield. For
hundreds of miles across tlie platean in the
Kimberieys, a population [ifty  times as
great as the present one could be profitably
employed, and vach man could make a com-
peteney. One can travel for 40 or 50 miles
without seeing n fenee. The stock naturally
keep as close as possible 1o the water front-
ages. Very little provision has bheen made
for water away from the natural sourees of
output that lic in the ranges that pass
through the Kimberleys. To a certain ox-
tent [ supjort the remarks of previous
speakers concerning the disabilities under
whieh the North-West has labonred. Mem-
bers have aecused not oniv this but previnus
Governmenis of neglecting the North-iWest,
and T sometimes think there is a good deal
of truth in their argumeni. At all the ports
and leading towns where Mr. Colebatch was
entertained, he expressed astonishment at
the wonderful potentialitics of the North-
West. He assured his hearers that if the
Government eonld do anvthing to assist them
in developing the rountry, by giving them
facilities for transportine their produce, it
would he the plain duty devolving upon him
and his Government to do it. Whether these
promises have been fulfilled or not, T do
not know for certain, but from the com-
plaints that have been voiced in this House
it does not appear that very much has re-
sulted in the intervening period. My ex-
perience of Royal Commissions is that they
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are not much good. If a Royal Commis-
sion were appointed, whom would the Pre-
mier call apon to act? Would the matter
be placed in the hands of a judge of the
Supreme Court, or some representative of
the trade and commerce in the State? 1
think not. The Premier would look for
better men than these, not on account of
their integrity, buf because a loyal Commis-
siouer dealing with this matter would re-
quire to possess practieal experience of the
work that lay before him, If I were a mem-
ber representing the North-West [ weuld
not ask for the appointment of u Commis-
sion, the members of which 1 might know
nothing about, but 1 would suggest banding
together with my ecolleagues from the North-
West, in the hope of arriving at the hest
means ol overcoming the disabilities and fur-
thering the interests of that part of the
Stale, Perhaps this suggestion will be con-
sidered by the members concerned. I am
forced to the conclusion. after listening to
the debate, that the appointment of a Royal
Commission would lead us no further. I
am of opinion that the North-West has naot
bad a fair deal during the last 20 or 25 years.
That may be due te a certain extent to the
distance between the various ports, and to
the faect that there is only a fortnightly
service along the ecoast. The ehimatie eondi-
tions may also have something to do with
it. All the country I passed through had
its river frontages alienated from the Crown.
Tt would be idle to ask any new scitlers to
carve out a4 home for themselves there, un-
less the Government were in a ipesilion to
advanre them soflicient monev to enable
them to find water. No person can carry
stock suceessfully without an adequate water
snpply. Unless some new portion of the
North-West is discovered and thrown open
for selection, the only thing for the Govern-
ment to do is to assist settlers in much the
same way Lthat they are assisted in the
South-West., namely, through the Agri-
eultural Bank. In view of the unbounded
possibilities of that region, it wauld pay the
country to send members up thers to travel
through it, so that they might give an
intelligent vote upon this question. The
matter is one of importance not only to West-
ern Australia but the Empire in general, if
Australia is to be part and parcel of the
British Empire. Two days’ run from Wyn-
dham is Java, with a population of 35 to 40
millions. Thousands of those people have
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not suflicient land to enable them to live in
houses. They dwell on rafts along the fore-
shore of the coast or rivers. If they all
lived on the land there would not be much
room for the growth of the food necessary
to keep them all alive. For years that island
bhas been controlled by the Duteh.  The
Dutch, as a rule, have not much time for
Austlralia. They think we have treated them
badly because of our prohibitive duty on
sugar, and because of late years we have
taxed their bananas and other fruits that
grow so abundantly on their rich belts of
land. In the North-West there is a vast
area of country carrying not more than half-
a-dozen whites to every million aeres. It
could carry 30 or 40 times as great a popu-
lation, How it is fo be successfully devel-
oped without the expenditure by the Gov-
ernment of a large sum of money puzzles
me. It will not be possible to induce people
to take up land there 50 or G0 miles from a
river frontage unless they are assured of
financial assistance. They will require to
fence their holdings against kangaroos,
which abound there in thonsands, and
which eat a tremendous lot of grass. I ad-
mit it would be possible to carry 100 times
as many catfle on that area as are
now being earried, notwithstanding the
pest that is represented by the marsupials.
1 fear that the mover will get the North no
Further forward by the means he proposes.
1 sympathise fully with him and members
who have sanpported the motion, and agree
that the Nerth must receive attention from
some (Government in the near future. The
onuestion of defence is vitally important.
For the best part of a thousand miles the
coastling of the Kimberleys is keld by a
handful of white people who are in close
proximity to teeming millions of the eoloured
races. Those races inerease by a million
yearly in Java alone, I am given to under-
stand. Tf the North-West is to remain an
integral part of the Commonwealth and of
\he British Empire, some (Government must
take stens 1o safegmard it against possible
invagion. 1f we do not populate the North-
West, we have no rizht do hold it. I de
rot like opposing the motion. 1 (ravelted
ibe Kimberleys from one ond to the other
un a trip lasting eight weeks, and I ean
speak of the disabilittes under which the
people there labour, Where to siart in
agsisting thot huge tervitory is a diffieult
question, eospeciallly having resard to the
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enormous amount of money which will be
eventeally required. I hope that members
representing the North, rather than a Royal
Commission, will devise a scheme of devel-
opment and place it before the Government,
from whose sympathetic consideralion prac-
tical results should ensue, There is justi-
fication for the motion. No member who
has not seen the North-West can realise its
value. It is one of the brightest gems in
the British Crown.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [53]: I sup-
port the motion, in the first place from s
sense of duty. I am satisfled that the people
of the South know very little of the North-
West, and understand neither its possibili-
ties nor its troubles. T have a great am-
bition to see the North-West for myself,
and hope to make a leisurely trip through it.
A recent issue of the “Daily News” pub-
lished an article which may have had its
origin in the editor having his ear to the
ground and hearing rumblings from the
North-West. The article reads:—

Sir George Buchanan, who recently visited
Australia at the invitation of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and reported on North-West develop-
ment as well as on various harbour works
in the various States, was interviewed on his
return to England by a representative of the
‘‘Finaneial Times.’”’ In that interview he ex-
pressed views similar to those espressed whilst
it Australia concerning the administration of
the North of Australia, but one statement is
of particular interest to Western Australia,
He says that railway extension should, in the
interests of the country, take easterm routes
and link up with the Queensland lines. Sir
George apparently regards these developmental
lines as essential to the development of the
North. It is certain that a line running across
the north of this State, serving the great areas
of pastoral counry, would prove of immense
benefit to that industry, which he says must be
the first policy of any administration. He
is opposed to more intemsive forms of agri-
culture until the foundations have been laid
by extending the pastoral industry. Omne or
more railway systems linking the mnorthern
areas with the ports of Wyndham and Dar-
win, and Queensland with Western Australia,
also, in the opinion of Sir George, would pro-
bably assist in developing the mineral re-
gources, Although the mining industry has
great possibilities, e says that without cheap
transport—and economic labour—there can be
no progress.  Figures are quoted by the
““Times’’ to show the richness of some of the
ore deposits, and although it is not likcly that
guch richness would continue for any great
poriod of years, even in the hest mine which
might be opened up, there is evidemce of a
vast mineral field which only awaits transport
facilities—and economic labour—in order to
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allow it being profitably exploited. What is
meant by economic labour is not made clear,
but if transport facilities are first provided
50 as to remove the tremendous cost mow in-
volved in carting all the necessities of life over
long distances, the difficulties of the labour
problem should be greatly reduced. It may
be hoped that now the turmoil of the political
fight is over the question of northern devel-
opment will not longer be neglected, and that
a real attempt will be made to open up a
territory which is at once a great storchouse
of wealth as well as a great menace.

A widely-read paper, one certainly read by
Covernment supporters, therenpon published
an article headed, “The North Must Be
Kept White,” commenting on Sir George
Buchanan’s report. The article contains
the following:—

He (Sir George Buchanan) states that
“‘white labour in the North is not ag efficient
as black labour ir other countries,’’ and that
under present conditions ‘‘it is impossible to
grow cotton and sugar to ¢compete with the out-
side world.’” While he does not say siraight
out that the North should be turned into a
black man’s territory, it is difficult to see how
any other inference can be drawn from this
observation.

The article proceeds to analyse the repont.
i do not know whether the comments are
fully justified.

The Premier: It was not a report, buf
merely an expression of opinion.

Mir. GRIFFITHS: T have here a report
by Mr. George A. Hobler, Engineer of Way
and Works, Commonwealth Railways, on a
tour of inspection of the North-TWest, being
the tour referred to by the member for
Wagin (Mr. Stubbs). The party included,
hesides Mr. Hobler, our present Ageni-
General, and Mr V. Hamersley, M.L.C., Mr.
Stubbs, Mr. Frost of the “West Austra-
lian,” Mr, Nicholson representing the JMel-
bourne “Age” Mr. Diamond, the manager
ef the Commercizl Bank, and Mr. Durack,
then memher for Kimherley. Some of the
party left at different statioss. Mr. Durack
did not complete the trip, nor, I believe, did
Mr. Diamond. The report affords mosl in-
teresting reading, and T have marked certain
passages of it for gquotation.
long stretches of good choenlate soil, or
chocolate and black snil, and good orasses.
Elsewhere, it stales, there is good top feed
in addition to the grasses. We are aceus-
tomed to regard distances here in the South
as great, hot it is astonishinz fo note that
the round irip made by this party covered
over 5,000 miles. Mr. Hobler's report
says—

It deseribes -
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The country, as far as about 377 miles from
Derby (Carrington Creek), is undulating,
with granite outerops in places, good rich
soil, well grassed, and good growth of top
feed, and well-watered for portion of the year.
Thia country is suitable for both sheep and
cattle. . . . From 377 miles to Panton River
the country consists of granite ridges inter-
sected with deep creeks and broad, open ereck
flats, carrying good grass apd some top feed,
well watered for portion of the year. . . . .
From 426 miles (Oré River) to about 436
miles, the country consists of fine grassy plains
and well grassed ridges, with good top feed,
such as white wood and camel bush. This
country jis well watered, and is good cattle
country, and should also carry sheep. In addi-
tion to these rivers there are numerous large
creeks and many springs. Generally along
all the rivers and creeks there are large, open,
rich-soil flats carrying good grass and some
top feed, making good pasturage for cattle.

From the report one realises that there is
in our North an enormous area of country
awaiting development.  Mr. Hobler also
speaks of mining possibilities.  Whilst he
was there, it was reported that & good man-
ganese deposit had been found 20 miles
from Meekatharra. Mr. Hobler comments
npon the quantity of gold produced by the
Pilbara and other fields of the North, and
says that while it is not likely that the gold
output of that part of the country would be
brought up to pre-war level again, yet with
railway facilities many propositions which
now, owing to the high cost of transport,
are impraeticable to work would become
payable. FEver since I have been in the
House I have endeavoured to assist ‘the
North-West members. We of the South,
knowing so litlle of the North, should be
only too willing to assist that great provinece
to come into its own, Certain things have
been said abcut neglect of the North in the
past, but I do not think it altogether fair
to say that the North has been neglected.
It is a fact that various Governments have
tried to do something for the North. I
think as much assistance as was reasonably
possible at the time was given regarding
cotton growing. I remember & tropical ad-
viser was appointed, and on various ocea-
sions when these matfers have ¢ome up for
consideration  various Governments have
shown sympathetic interest in connection
with the North. Owing to the war and the
disabilifies under which we have heen lab-
ouring, we have been prevented from doing
very much for that part of the State. To-
day more attention is heing devoted to it
and it has been sugpested that the members
representing the North could be as effeetive
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as a Royal Commission. After all, attempis
hare been made to do something. Mr,
George Miles, a member of the Legislative
Couneil, hag been active in connection with
his North-West Railway and Development
League.

Mr. Marshall: Nearly all of them bave
been starved out, and only a few are left
in it

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not know any-
thing about that, but T know that Mr. Miles
has heen prominent in endeavouring to ad-
vanece the intercsts of the North,

Mr. Marshall: What is he going to get
ont of it?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He is a good
friend of the North.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: He acted in a public-
spirited way.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He is a good

man. too.
Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not think the
member  for  Murehison (Mr. Marshall)

should refrain from giving eredit to men
of this type for being actuated by a publie
spirit. It is regrettable to hear it suggested
that he was to get something out of it.

Mr. Chesson: You want to live up there
to know what is to be got out of it.

Mr. Marshall interjected.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: To hint about any-
one being kicked out of it is on a par with
the usual type of statement made by the
member for Murehison in this Chamber.
1{ anything can be achieved by the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission, T will vote
in that direetion.

HON, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.18]: The speeches that have been de-
livered so far indicate that there is need for
someone to evolve a policy that will lead
to the comprehensive development of the
North-West and al the same time seeure
sympathetic administration. Past Govern-
ments have attempted to do this. 1 was
associated with one Government that made
an inspection of the North-West and en-
deavoured to improve on the then adminis-
tration. Later another Government made a
further inspection, and again tried to im-
prove upon the existing conditions. Not-
withstanding this, we do not seem to be able
to make any progress. The North-West is
more thinly populated to-day than it was
a few vears ago, and that is a reflection
upon the development of thai part of the
State. Then again, we find that the stock
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up North is not increasing in proporiions
such as were noted in the earlier stages of
development. That being so, surely the
time has arrived for something to be done
with the object of securing better results
from the huge stretch of country north of
Geraldton, Lt is dillicult for a Government
to define a policy for such a huge territory.
A Government’s poliey is merely formed for
the three vears during which they will be
in control of the affairs of State. A policy
limited to three years is useless for the
North. 1t requires a policy extending over
a long period of years, and when Govern-
ments attempt to do something along those
lines without the advantage of a defi-
nite comprehensive scheme, little ean Dbe
achieved. The results are so small that a
succeeding Government ean hardly be ex-
pected to take up the matter seriously.
They adopt the policy laid down by the
previons Government, hut regard the posi-
tion as having been toved with, Then they
procecd to do a little more, with the result
that there is no eontinuity of policy but the
mere earrying out of routine work. The
Minister for Lands stated that he attended
a conference in Melbourne at which it was
proposed that a Commission should be ap-
pointed fo investigate the position regard-
ing the northern area of Australia.

The Minister for Lands:
out improvements,

Hon, W, D. JOHNSON: But we have
heard nothine more of that proposal, We
have to ask ourselves whether the compasi-
tion of any such proposed commission of
inquiry, apart even from the personnel of
it, would be sueh as would he satisfactory
to Western Aunstralia, It is difficult for us
to eet that consideration from the Federal
Government that our isolation really de-
mands, and if we have a Commission con-
trolled by the Federal Government on
which we will have one representative and
Queensland another, there is a grave possi-
bility that the Northern Tervitory will re-
ceive a good deal of attention, that Queens-
land will Teceive a little, and that Western
Australia will get less. T do not think that
is the type of Commission likely to provide
any (fovernment or Parliameni with an
indication as to how we could hest develop
the northern part of onr State. T recognise
that the scheme proponnded by Mr, Theo-
dore in Queensland, which was supported
to a certain extent hv Senator Pearce—

And to earry
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The Minister for Lands: Senator Pearce
did not support it.

Hon. W. D. JOIUNSON : He did not
oppose it. There was not sufficient between
them to warrant it.

Mr. Latham: But he did support ii.

Hon. W. I). JOHNSOX: To an extent, he
did, but he did not accept the scheme.
However, T do not desire tu go into these
finer details. Mr. Theodore's proposal was
to hand over the northern part of onr con-
tinent to a special Administration, vested
with powers to develop, borrow funds and
administer the affairs of the northern areas.
Jf the whole of that territorv were taken
over by an Administration having the
rowers indicated, we cauld rest content be-
cauge our responsibililies would cease and
another anthority wouid be constituted to
accept that responsihility., 1 do uot think,
however, that that was the preposal con-
sidered by the conference af which the Min-
ister for Lands was present. That proposal
was more for an investization to asecertain
what could be done. Having obtained in-
formation by that means, a policy of
development was to be evolved. On the
other hand, the motion hefore us suggests
the appointment ¢f a Royal Commission of
mmquiry, and such proposals are always difli-
cult to pilot through the House. If the
hon. member proposing the motion says too
much regarding the matters to he invesh-
gated, he is told th ¢t he knows all about it
and that there is a0 need for suech an in-
vestigation. We peard a lot afong those
tines from the Opposition benches.

Mr. Latham: All Oppesitions do that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Mt, Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor; interjected
now and again, “We know that now,” in-
dieating that we already had the informa-
tion that was sought. Then again, if the
hon., member proposing such a motion does
not.outline sufficient to convince the House
that there is something worth while in-
quiring into, again he failz. The member
for Pilbara (Mr. Lamond} infroduced suffi-
cient matter into his speech to demonstrate
that there is need for improved methods
of administration in the North-West.
There are a few additional figures that
could have been given by the hon. member.
The real settlement of the northern areas
has been from a pastoral point of view.

Mr. Latham: So it is in all new countries.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The first efforts
in that direction were made in 1870. The
fact that settlers jeft thinly populated dis-
tricts in the south and were content to go
into the more remote parts of the North
in that vear, is surely sufficient to indieate
that they thought the land to which they
were going was better and more suitable
for their purposes than the holdings in the
South. Ample land was available in the
South-West in those days and we have
nnly to consider the cnormous helt of coun-
try now under wheat and earrving stock.
to lend point to my remarks. That land,
too, was easy of acquisition, vet these
pioneers were content to go out into the
more remote areas. I take it that the ex-
planation was that they knew they were
going to wonderfully gond land.

Mr. Latham: Was it not also because
they realised that the country np North
was of a more natural tyvpe for stoek than
the land in the South-West?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSONX: Not necessarily,
becanse the York gum and jam country is
very suitable for stoek. From 1870 to
1890, taking the Upper Gaseeyne and the
Murchison districts, for instance, we find
that the flocks increased as follows: sheep.
2,500,000; cattle, 130,000 head. Statisties
show that we have not maintained that rate
of inereaze since 1890. In 1918 we find
that the sheep totalled 2,524,000, and in
1923 only 2,571,000, There were fluctua-
tions and I have faken 1923 as the peak
year with the largest numher of stoek.
Although the 1923 figures did not include
the Murchison, taking the 1891 fizures as
ineluding the Murchison, there were
2,600,000 sheep. One cannot analvse the
fizures to ascertain how many were in the
North in those respective years, hut the
fact that there was so small an increase
makes it necessary to have an investigation
to find out whether we cannot do beiter
than we have done in the past. The main
cause for alarm is the decrease of popula-
tion in the North. Tt is deplorable that in
this country, so rich in many respects, the
actual number of people have decreased in
recent vears. According to the records,
this country has produced gold and min-
erals to the value of £2,449,000: pearls to a
value of £2100,000 and pearlshell to the
value of £6,403,000 have been exported,
and in 1924 the wool clip was worth
£1.412,000. When the figures demonstrate
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the produetion oi such an enormous amount
of wealth by a limited number of people,
surely further investigation is justified to
determine whether we have reached the
maximum that cap be produced from those
industries alone. Bvery authority has
stated that we have not reached anything
like the maximum of production. All who
have made an inspection of the country
declare that it is not populated to the ex-
tent it might be, that none of the industries
is exploited to the extent it might be, and
that nothing like the wealth has been raised
that conld be produced if we had a befter
system of development and administration.
There 1s a general desire on the pari of
people in other portions of Ausiralia to
acyuire pastoral areas. Consider the
enormons expansion on the goldfields north
of Kalgoorlie. Land that a few years ago
was running a few head of cattle, and
other land that was running nothing but
wild dogs is being feneced in huge aress,
and stoek is being sent there in frainloads
day by day. Though enormous exzpansion
has taken place there, we cannot find any
development of the kind occurring in the

North. All the records go to show that
the white race ecan flourish in the
North-West. A Medieal Conference sat in

Melbovrne in 1920 and appointed a sub-
ecmmittee fo investigate the question of es-
tablishing and maintaining a vigorous
white population in the northern parts of
Australia. The committee of experts
declared definitely that it was possible.
They said—

There is no insuperable difficulty in the way
of the permanent occupation of tropical Aus-
tralia by a bealthy indigenous white race. A
great national question is involved, but we are
unnble to diseern any obstacle which eannot
be overcome by earnest and skilful application
of the principles of State-craft.

Thus there is no difficulty about peopling
the North with the white race. When we
know it is possible for our people to popu-
late the North and when we hear in mingd
the mineral, pastoral, and other wealth ecap-
able of greal expansion, surely we should
appoint someone to make a thorough inves-
tization and tell us, as administrators of the
affairs of Western Australia, the best and
most economical way to tackle the problem.
T had the pleasure on nne occasion of travel-
ling aver a fair portion of the North. T did
v ot limit myself to the ports, but had a run
inland. One spot I visited was Wodgina.
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Members might pave seen a reference to
Wodgina the other day when the Press re-
ported that a man had fown there fo in-
vestigate the mineral deposits. 1 under-
stand he went to inquire info a discovery of
lantalite. When I visited Wodgina 1 found
quite & number of old prospectors even in
that remote part. 1 cannot say how far it
is inland from Port Hedland or Marble Bar,
but it took us a few days to reach the place.
'he old prospectors had been on the field
for six or seven years, and they appeared
to be of the same type as the prospectors on
our Eastern goldfields—just as vigorous and
healthy-looking, They were battling against
grave disabilities, bur they were making a
“do” of it. At the time they were working
mostly on tin. I was shown a deposit of
tantalite for the working of which a Sydney
syndicate had erected a plan{, and those
people seemed to be making a sucecess of it.
Although that was some years ago, it ap-
pears that the produet from Wodgina has
not inereased but that the field has become
somewhat stagnant. When we find all white
men working in such remote parts, we can
be satisfied that there is no difficulty in
developing this counllry with the white race.
During my trip it was very interesting to
hear representations made at the various
geaports that only with black labour could
the North be populated and worked. At the
ports there were boats calling regularly; ice
was distributed from the boats; fresh vege-
takles were available at regular intervals,
and all the eomforts of civilisation were pro-
vided for the people, and yat they were the
ones who talked about black labour, while
at Wodgina and Marble Bar and on the min-
ing fields all the work was being dene by
white men, and the visitor heard no sugges-
tion that coloured lgbour should be em-
ployed. Some vears before that my work as
a carpenter led me to take a contract at
Onslow, and while there I had an oppor-
tunity to see a fair belt of the pastoral coun-
try. That oceurred in one of the years of
heavy rainfall when feed was abundant, and
3 saw the country under the most favour-
able conditions. It is well worth seeing
under such conditions. When we started the
eontract T obtained the metal for concrete
out of the hed of the Ashburton River—ihe
river was quite dry—but before 1 had fin-
isLed the contract, the water was 40ft. deep,
rushing downstream in a raging torrent.
When we arrived at Onslow there was little
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or no grass available, though there was uny
quantity of top feed, but before we left we
had to cut a track through the grass that bud
grown in order to get to the river for an
evening dip. To walk through that gruss
was just like walking through a crop of
wheat in the easiern wheat belt, It reached
up to the shoulders and extended as far as
the eye could see—an enormous growth of
luxuriant feed. Having seen the couniry
under such favourable conditions, I was able
to appreciate its wonderful possibilities. T
renlise that rainfall is necessary to give such
results, hut the country has a wonderful
carrying capacity between rains. It is ex-
fravrdinary how it will maintain stoek dur-
ing dry spells, due to the abundant supply
of top feed. I do not agree with the mem-
ber for Wagin (JMr. Stubbs) in his state-
ment that the utilisation of the land of the
North-West is governed by its proximity to
the rivers. In the greater part of the North
it is possible to get water without relying
upon the pools in the rivers. True, some
people rely upon the pools, but that is only
because they can maintain sufficient stock
for their own requirements and make it a
profitable proposition by keeping the stock
close to the pools. Such people have too
mueh land. I was working on the Minderoo
esiate, which eomprised a considerable area,
the greater portion of which was never used
at all. There was no need to use it becanse
sufficient stoek could be earried on the land
adjacent to the river frontages. As the river
ran practically through the holding, it was
possible to earry a fair nunber of stock on
ibe land ernticupus to the Tiver, Biw it does
not follow that the remaininz portion of the
holding conld not he stocked. Tt would he
possible to get water by sinking, but there is
no inducement for the holders of the land to
do it. Theyv have more land than they can
possibly develop. Therefore they simply de-
velop what is convenient and easy. and they
et a biz return from the use of a limited
area, I am convineed that on quite a num-
her of strfions an inereased number of stork
could he earried if the areas were so divided
that onlv the land which eounld be n=ed were
controlled by the companies or individuals
holding the lease.  The main need for a
Roval Commiscion is to investizate the ques-
tion of tenure and the nse to which the land
is being put. Doubtless mueh barm was
done to the country by the amending Act
of 1917 which extended the tennre of
pastoral leases from 1928 to 1948
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The Bil was opposed at the time, but it
would have been more vigorously opposed
had we all realised the effect it was going
to have. We thought the Bill would limif
the holdings to L000000 acres; but we fnd
that that is not so, that actually larger areas
ar¢ now held and that those in possession
of them have been able to get round the
Act. Had Parliament at the time thought
that this possibility ceuld arise, the Bill
would have been more vigorously opposed.
The Govermment of the day, with the sup-
port of the Legislative Council, were able
to get through the measure which has sinee
done sueh a lot of harm. When we find
the Act operating in the way cxperience has
shown, and that sinee then the population
of the North-West bus decreased, we must
admit that the time has arrived when we
should bave the matter reviewed. We do
not want to attempt lo do anything in the
shape of repudiaticn, but whilst we have
a responsibility to the lessees, surely we also
kave & bigger responsibility to Western Aus-
tralia, and in faet to Australia, on flnding
that an Aet of Parliument has had a result
that Parliament never anficipated would fol-
low. Consequently there is nothing wrong
in asking that the matter should be reviewed,
in the hope of learning whether we ean get
a better reswlt than is being experienced
to-day. Authorities state that the holdings
are too large, and therefore it would be
better if we eould get smaller holdings and
s0 increase development and the number of
stoek being ecarried per acre.

Mr. Latham: Do you think a Royal Com-
mission will help us to overcome that diffi-
cultv?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: A Royal Com-
mission enuld go into the question and see
whether there were means by which the
matier could be adjusted.

Mr. Latham: 'We could do more hy an
Act of Parliament.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is a respon-
gibility that no Government shonld he ealled
upon to undertake, without first having it
closely investizated. If the Commission found
that the large holdings were responsible for
the retrogression, they might be able {o
indieate to Parlinment means by whieh the
difficulty could be overcome. Tt is quite
worth while appointing a Royal Commission
to go into that question beeause Parliament
was witled and did not for & moment antiei-
pate what has since happened. The main
basis upon which that Ae¢t was justified to
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Parliament was that, by extending the leases
to 1848, there would follow inereased devel-
opment and increased population. If how.
members were Lo read ithe speeches that were
made at the time, they wou'd find that the
whole matter was based on the contention
that we were not progressing on account of
the fact that the pastoral lessees were fear-
ful that in 1928 they would lose the whale
of their improvements. It was also stated
that if the pastoralists got an assurance that
their leases would be extended, they would
carry out further improvements and would
indeed he encouraged to spend money in
many other directions such as augmenting
water supplies, fencing, ete., and that, as
a natural corollary, there would be an in-
crease in the population. All this has not
taken place. The Act has been long enough
in operation now to enabie us to form a
definite opinion. A Commission could ob-
tain reliable Jdata and eould report to Par-
liament as to how the matter might be reme-
died, and then legislation could be intro-
dueged.

Hon. Sir James Milchell:
popnlation bhas alse gone down.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We have lost
population all round. It may also be that
the deecrease is due to mining. That enly
goes to show that an investigation in needed.
There should not bave been a decrease in
the mining population. We have an enor-
mous belt of auriferous eountry in the North-
West and it is all available to prospeciors.
1 remember landing on one oceasion at Whim
Creek and traversing a belt of auriferaus
country ronning to Marble Bar. T was told
that the helt existed from Balla Baila on
the coast to Nullagine, and that the fow
people that had crossed that part of the
country conld not even convey an idea of
jts value. Therefore, from the mining as
well as from the pastoral point of view,
there must be unlimited opportunities in that
part of the State. Whilst it is claimed
that the eperation of the 1917 Aet in regard
to the cxtension of leases has had the effect
on the pastoral industry that we know about.
it is hard to understand why the North-
West, from the mining point of view, should
be depressed. TUnless something is done in
the way of getting a definite and defined
policy for the development of that part of
the State, we will have a chartered company,
or someone else, coming along, trying to
foist land grant propositions upon us. We

The ining
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do not want that kind of thing, but it we
do not start to do something for vurselves,
that dunger exists, We also have the diffi-
enlty relating to the constant advoeney of
the introduction of coloured labour. We
know what Mr. Barwell wanted to do in
certain parts of Australia where he claimed
colonred labour could be employed with
safety, and that that kind of population was
desirable for country similar to that which
we have pow under review. Mr. Barwell got
a eertain mmonnt of support, but fortunately
Australia did not endorse his proposals.
This only goes {o show that period after
period people emue forward with proposals
of that deseription hecause nothing else is
done. Unless we actually do something, we
run the risk of allowing our policy of de-
velopment to slip through oor Hngers. Tt
is said that Royal Commissions do no goed.
I suppose that is so. I have been on one or
(wo that have not done much good. As to
whether the one now suggested will prove
of service to the country, is a watter for
Parliament to decide when its report, if the
Commission be appointed, is presented. I
recognise that everything depends on the
personnel of the Commission. We must
have on it men capable of going inlo these
big questions and able to investigate them
thoroughly, and then submit something con-
crete upon which it will be possible for the
Government to frame a policy that not only
the Government of the day, but subsequent
Governments will be able to put into effect
in order to bring about results, I realise
that there is opposition to the appeointment
of Royal Commissions, but in this case ean
anyone show us any other way of doing

something in the wmatter. The mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) sug-
wested  that members of Parliament
should make an investigation. Some of ng

have worked there, and some of us have
visited (e North-West, but T do not know
that we hoave zob any further. Members of
Parliament can visit o place and talk, but
it would he diffieult for them, in such a case,
to prepare a poliecy of development. More-
over, members of Parliament would not have
the same apportunity as would the members
of a Roval Commisgsion to earry on an in-
vestigation. We must have a Royal Com-
mission to do a job of this deseription, be-
eanse such a Commission would be vested
with powers that members of Parliament
do not possess. There will be a great deal of
work tn be done that can only be carried out
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by somcone possessed of proper authority.
Therefore 1 think the House should support
the motion moved by ihe member for Pil-
bara.

THE PREMIER (Hon. . Collier—Boul-
der) [6.0]: Every member of the House
would be willing to render the utmost pos-
sible assistance to any proposal caleulated
to benefit the North-Wesi. But we must
confess that onr experience of Royal Commis.
sions has been such as to convince us that
they are not, as a rule, fruitful of much
good. First of all there would be con-
sidernble difficulty in selecting the personnel
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the
troubles of the North; and after a long and
perhaps expensive inquiry we shonld find
the position to be just as we have found it
for many years past. My limited knowledge
of the North-West and limited opportunities
to study the sitnation convinee me that the
development of that part of the State is
almost entirely a question of finance. Gov-
ernments past and present have had and
have sufficient knowledge already to enable
them to do much in the development of that
portion of the State, if only funds were
available. Unfortunately, a sum of money
that would go far in developing a section
of the southern part of the State, in such
manner as would result in largely increased
wealth production, would not go very far in
the North. Whilst we mav be able {0 do
much more than we have done in the past
alony the lines indicated by the member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson}, I am con-
vineed that it is the duty and responsibility
of the Commonwealth Parliament to aid in
the development of our North. There can-
not he any question about that.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
hand it over to them?

The PREMIER: Certainly not. But the
Commonwealth might well aid financially
and otherwise, without our handing the terri-
tory over tn them.

Mr. Tatham: There is a possibility of
that under this new scheme, is there not?

The PREMIEK: T do not know what
may eome nf the propnsals now in hand.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tf they were
to hand over to us the control of the tariff
for 25 vears we could do something in the
North.

The PREMIER : But that is entirely
ouf of the question.

You would not
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Mr. Maley: If we had the cash we would
svon develop the North,

The PREMIER: That is quite right, but
we require millions of pounds for the pur-
pose,

Mr. Latham: And we wanl tbhe poople.

The PRIEMIER: We require many mil-
lions of pounds to carry out development
work that will make the North suiliciently
attractive for people to go there and remain
there. Turning to the experience of Ans-
tralia, we find that in what were once the
outhack districts of New South Wales and
Queensland, development and progress have
heen effected only by the construction of
railways. First of all it is essential that
railway eommunication should be extended
to the North-West of this State. That, of
course, wonld cost millions of pounds and
is entirely beyond the power of the Btate
(Government. But once we eould make that
territory accessible by railway communica-
tion, we should overcome the great barrier
to settlement. It is, of course, almost im-
possible to populate to any great extent any
portion of the State where the disadvant-
ages of domestic and social life are very
great, where the women folk are not able
to live with their hushands and rear their
families.

Mr. Stubbs: There are pleniy of families
up North; big ones, too.

The PREMIER.: Yes, I know, but mainly
along the coast and, after all, the develop-
ment of the North-West does not depend
on its coast. The handicaps of domestic
life inland so far away from commumica-
tion constitute a very creat drawback.
When by railway comnunication the onter
world can be reached in a2 comparatively
short time, it gives the people that sense
of security that allows them to go and
settle in the outer districts. Since ip
recent years the Commnnwealth Govern-
ment have seemed to realise the jmportance
of doing something for the North-West of
Western Australia, I do think we onght as
a Parliament and a peonlc to keep on
pressing upon the Federal Parliament the
responsibility which is theirs in regard to
this part of the continent. We ought fr
have their co.operation.

Mr. Stubks: We do not want to hand the
North over to them.

The PREMIER: I do not think any «f
us at this stage is in 2 position to pro-
nounce with any degree of ennfidence os



2206

to the Lvst nethod by which co-operation
might be brought about, but I do say the
Commonwealth hes.. s financial responsi-
bility in respeet of ihis portion of its terri-
tory.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If they would
give us back some of the revenue they col-
lect here from Customs and Excise, we
could do something about the North.

The PREMIER: Yes, of course. ‘The
task is altogether beyond us as a State
with a limited population.

"Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We only want
our own money back from them.

The PREMIER : It its quite a nainral
thing that we should first give our atteu-
tion to developing that portion of our State
which is mos{ easy of access and which
will give a quick return. The task is alto-
gether beyond us to carry on the develop-
ment of the southern part of the State and
at the same time find sufficient funds to
give attention to the development of the
North. After all, it is largely a question
of population. As tbe pressure of popula-
tion inereases, so gradually and nafurally
the people go out and further out. Unless
exceptional facilities and inducements are
offered, we are not likely to get people to
go to the North-West whilst they can make
a competence for themselves in the South-
West. The principal industry in the North
must remain that of stoek-raising. There-
fore it seems to me that one of the essen-
tial things to be done is to endeavour to
have the size of the pastoral holdings re-
duced. I understand there is in the North
a considerable area of zoed stock ralsing
country yet available for occupation. I
have no doubt the best portion of if, fhe
most easily accessible, has already heen
tasken up, but it certainly seems thai the
extension of the pastoral leases, and the
large areas that are held, militate against
the development of that part of the State.

Mr, Stubbs: One hig pastoralist told me
the other day that he was quite willing to
give up his lease to the Government in re-
turn for compensation to the extent of the
money expended on improvements.

The PREMIER : An inquiry might resuli
in something being done in that way,
whereas the forfeifure or repudiation of
the leases conld not be entertained for a
moment. An undersitandinz might he
reached with the pastoral holders that
would enable the areas to be reduced and
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so carry in the aggregate a much larger
population than they do to-dey. There
again we have to vemember that markets
come into consideration. For the past two
or three years the stock raisers of Aus-
ralia have not done very well; as a matter
of fact the Federal Government have had
to furnish a bonus to enable them to carry
on.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: Not for sheep.
The PREMIER: Ti is a bhonus on meat
for export, and T think it applies to sheep
also, although principally to hullocks. The
bonus amounts to 34d. per Ib. In any
scheme for developing the North along the
lines of cattle raising for heef export, we
have o contend with the very serious com-
petition of the Argentine. )

Hon. W. D. Johnson : But a very big
portion of it is sheep country.

The PREMIER: Of course there is a
big area of sheep country.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Onee you get closer
settlement it will all beecome sheep country.

The PREMIER : If that could be done it
would be & much safer proposition, for the
diffieulty in respect of meat is that of
markets. We are at a great disadvantage
in compelition with the Argentine, whose
producers are only 19 days from the Lon-
don market and have an all the year round
production, with a regular line of stesmers,
and moreover are able to place on the Lon-
don market chilled meat as against our
frozen meat. So much has the Argentine
chilled meat ousted the Australian frozen
meat from the London market, that we have
had to dispose of our output on the Con-
tinent. ¥rom falks and conversations I
had in Loodon, I am convinced -that the
Argentine is capable of an immensely
greater production than it has yet reached.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: We need not worry
about their competition in sheep.

The PREMIER : YWhat has hurt the
meat export trade of Awnstralia in recent
years has been the prodociion from Scuth
America, Tbat is why we have had meat
works in Queensland and other States
closed down. We cannot compete with the
South American prices, becanse of the dis-
tance we are away from the market and
the fact that we are forced to put frozeu
meat into competition with chilled meat.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: The country north
of Kalgoorlie was all cattle country a few
years ago, whereas to-day it ig all sheep.
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As closer seitlement spreads, 1he sheep in-
crease and the cattle decrease.

The PREMIER: A complete transforma-
tion has taken place in the outer goldfields
counlry. Iowever, I am not in a position
to espress an opinion as to how far the
North-West eould be changed in that direc-
tion.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The eattle eoun-
try could not be changed.

The PREMIER : Yet I daresayshat a very
large area could be made fo grow sheep. In
any event, nny serious move to open up the
North comprehensively necessarily involves
the expenditure of a very large som of
money.

Mr. Stobbs: 1t cannot be done by a Royal
Commission.

The PREMIER: 1 do not say that a
Royal Commission would unot be of some
value, but we would get back to the prob-
lem that confronts us in respect of so many
questions, namely, the financial power to do
even that which we know ounght to be done
if only we eould find the money for it. That
is the position in respect of the North., I
do not wish to oppose the motion, for I
think all members ought to do all that they
ean to help the North-West. But I do not
know that by appointing a Royal Commis-
sion we shall get very far.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If you were to
limit it to an investigation of the pastoral
leases, and see if we cannot get them put
upon a reduced basis?

The PREMIER: That might be done. Bul
in the end the Commonwealth Government
must recognise that they have responsibili-
ties in our North just as they have in the
Northern Territory, where so very much
Commonwealth money has been expended.
The sooner the Federal Parliament realises
its responsihilities in that direction, the bet-
ter for Australia and for this State in par-
ticular.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR, LATEAM (York) [7.30] : I do
not oppose the motion, but I think the Pre-
mier has struck the keynote of the situation
when he says he does not think there is any
great necessity for the appointment of a
Royal Commission. He knows as well as
past Treasarers what is required for the
North-West. What we want is money and
people. Tf we had the money for the de-
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velopment of the North-West, and the peo-
ple to maintain the work that is carried out
{here, we should be able to do something in
the desired direction. The member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johunson) told us
plainly that we should get people to gov up
there. He lived ithere for a little while, but
was shrewd enough nol to stay there. 1t is
a hard place to live in. The social condi-
tions are not encoursging, and the climate
is not all that counld be desired. I have had
experience of hoi climates, and am glad to
be out of them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not know that
it is much worse there than on the castern
goldfields.

Mr. LATHAM : The summer is hotter and
longer. I do not kmow that we get any re-
sults from Royal Commissions. I have care-
fully examined the records of the House,
and I find that only on rare occasions have
we had any results from suech a body. The
member for Guildford has to-night advo-
cated the appointment of this Royal Com-
mission. I suppose our ideas become sea-
soned with age, for in 1916 he held a differ-
ent view. He said then it seemed to him
we were going to have Government by Royal
Commission snd board of inquiry. In order
to get something definite as to their inten-
tions regarding 1he indusiries of the State
we would have to wait until the reporis of
those boards and commissions have heen
made available. He also said it was an old
game, that of submitting things to commis-
sions and boards. As soon as they came up
against any difficulties—he was referring to
the then Government—instead of facing
them and taking the responsibility of them,
they delayed and marked time by submit-
ting ithe proposal te a Royal Commission.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : That was the
silliest proposition ever submitted to Par-
liament.

Mr. LATHAM: When propositions do
not emanate from ourselves thev are apt to
be regarded as stupid and silly. I am not
charging the Government with attempting to
do this. I think they know what is required.
Royal Commissions do not get us anywhere.

Hoz, W. D. Johnson: In what other way
should we get the information?

The Minister for Mines: What is your
abjection ¢

Mr, LATHAM: I do not want the pec-
ple’s money wagted. The Treasarer is al-
ready in possession of a great deal of
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ionformaiivn, No doubt the Minister for
laands knows what is required there.

‘Lhe Minister for Lands: I do not.

wer. LATHAM : Pogsibly he would be able
to ascertain this from the rveeords in the
Lands Depariment.

The ..inister for Lands: The Under Sec-
retary put up a proposition that the Sur-
veyor General should ge up and find ont
what was there.

Mr. LATHAM : There is no objection to
that. Ile is )aid o advise the Minister.

Hon. W. U. Johnson: Why not have some-
one to do the lot?

Mr. LATHAM: Whom should we select?
Would il be a political commission, such as
the Group Settlement Commission? Would
it have the same result as the Group Settle-
went Commission?

The Minister for Lands: \Was there any-
thing wrong wilh the Group Settlement
Commission ?

Mr, LATHAM: It was a waste of the
people’s money. “There has been no tan-
gible resull from the appointment of that
eommission.

The Minister for Lands: There have lbeen
somme resilts. 'T'he settlers were objecting to
piecework, and now they are all anxious for
At since the Royal’ Commission was ap-
pointed. :

- Mr. LATHAM: Is the Minister serious
in that?

The Minister for Lands: } mn serious.

Mr. LATHAM: Some of the men were
going on to piecework before the Commis-
sion took any evidenee. ) '

The Minister for Lands: Some of them
abjected to sigming the paper, and we counld
not put them on to it until they did.

My, LATHAM : If that was the only good
achieved by the Commission, it would be ad-
visable for the Minister not to say foo much
about it. If it took & Royal Commission tn
induce the settlers to sign a certain paper,
it was a waste of the people’s money.

The Minister for Mines: Why did you
not resent it at the time?

Mr. LATHAM: T said the same thing in
the House some time ago.

The Premier: Why take part in a money-
wasting business?

Mr. LATHAM : There were possibly some
other reasons besides the monetary consid-
eration.

The Minister for Mines: Zhen you did
not take it on with an o} ¢~ mind?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: Yes 1 did, and my re-
port was an open one. We do not get good
results from Royal Commissiens,  There
are wany departmentai officers who could
advise the Minister as to what should be
done in the interests of the North-West.
We should avail ourselves of that experi
adviee, for which the State would be pay-
ing. We have liad a report presented to us
by Mr. A. Despeissis, written in 1921, This
deals fully with the North-West from the
agricnltural point of view. Mr. W. R.
Easton also presented a reporlt to Mr. Cole-
batch in 1921, dealing with the Kimberleys.
It seems a waste of money to have officers
making extensive reports, showing the clim-
atic conditions, the nature of the soil, the
mineral  wealth, the water supplies, the
timber, ete., when we seem to set so little
store by them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What we want is
the policy of the Government. ‘

Mr. LATHAM: That is an insult to the
Government. Surely they have a policy. I
have heard it said before that we want a
Royal Commission to define the poliey re-
garding the Noith-West on behalf of the
Government, and to set out the systems of
administration. Surely our departmental
officers can do that. T1f not, let ns appoint
an officer who can do so, and let us make
the appomtment a4 permanent one.

Mr. A. Wansbhrongh: Have you someone
in view?

Mr. LATHMAM: That is a Government
funetion,
llou. Sir James Mitehell: Tt would be

difficult for him to give satisfaction.

Mr. LATHAM: Probably he would not
safisfy evervbody. A little while ago a
Commissioner for the North-West was ap-
pointed to assist in the development of that
part of the Staite. I do not know that any
tangible results have acerued from that.

Mr. Coverley: We have never seen any
proposal put up by him,

Mr, LATHAM: Somelimes we are blind
when we ought to have our eyes open. The
main trouble is that the seat of government
is far removed from the North-West. We
have a big territory to develop, very little
money with which to do it, and very few
people who can do the work.  Until we
settle the South-West portion of the State
and have a surplus population to take on
the North-West, I do not see what more we
can do. That part of the State does not
lend itself readily to settlement.
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Mr. Coverley: Don’t talk rubbish.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member may
call anything rubbish, We cannot gel peeple
to live in that climate when we have better
climates in the South-West, and more con-
zenial conditions. The hon. member should
take a trip to the South-West. While this
part of the State still requirves to be de-
veloped, we cannot expect to do better with
the North-West.  Possibly we could get
assistance from the Commonwealth. From
the defence point of view it would be their
duty to give it.

Mr. Heron: You must have a scheme to
put up before you ask for assistance.

Mr. LATHAM : There are schemes already
prepared. One was put up recently which
secured assistance from the Commonwealth
Treasurer to the extent of £450,000 for
Western  Australia for one vear, with a
possibility of further extensions after a
conference.

The Minister for Lands: We have not
got that yet. Why do you snggest the State
has got it?

Mr. LATHAM: We have the promise.
If the Minister makes a promise I rely upon
it. Surelv we can eredit others with a little
honesty. We know that the money will be
available as soon as it is possible to paxy it
over.

Hon. W. . Johnson: How do you know
that ¥

Mr. LATHAM: We have had the word
of & man that even the hon. member knows
he can rely upon.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He has no au-
thority to say that. Why did not the
Prime Minister write, and inform the Pre-
mier of it instead of doing it through the
Press?

Mr. LATHAM: T have not had access to
the confidential documents of the Federal
Treasurer’s office. The Disabilities Commis-
sion recommended that this money should be
paid after a ease had been submitted by the
State. We know that the report was a
favourable one. T am sure the Federal
Treasurer will hononr the promise that has
been made. The public have the informa-
tion regarding this, if the memher for Guild-
ford has not. I am sure the assmistanee will
be given and that it will be followed by
further assistance, subject to the conference.
No dotht we econld put up a case for assist-
ance for the North-West. It is a question
we ought to eo into as to whether we should
hand over that territory to the Common-
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wealth, 1 do nol think it would be any
betier governed by Canberra than it would
be governed by Perth. Judging by the ex-
perience of the Northern Territory I think
wc could odminister affairs in the North-
West as well as the Federal Government
could.

Mr. Coverley: Ve agree with you there,

Mr. LATHAM: We are not going to give
awuay that portion of the country without
knowing that better conditions will be pro-
vided than we can now give. Let us help the
North-West if we can, but it is not to be ex-
pected that public money should be expended
in all sorts of directions without the pros-
pect of & return. 1 agree with the member
for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Jobnson) that
the mover of such a motion as this should
oot air too much knowledge of the subject,
However, during ilte few years that I have
been here, there have not been any great
snggestions as to helping the North. Rail-
ways are nseless unless the people use the
lands adjeining the railways, and the popu-
lztion of the North is decreasing. That of
the Northern Tervitory has decreased very
matertally. Provision must be made to keep
the people in the North. Without popula-
tion expenditure is useless. The people on
the spot should be encouraged to utilise the
natural resources. In that way the present
difficulty will be overcome. Undoubtedly
our North is a fine ecountry, eapable of pro-
docing millions of wealth annually; bat I do
not think any Royal Commission will be able
to advise in the maunner desired by the
mover. .

HON. S8iR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham)} [747]: The mover is to be com-
mended for showing a keen interest in the
North and for suggesting the development
of that great territory. "The specches of
Northern members have been interesting.
Probably no snggestion of a delinite charae-
ter 1s possible even for the people in the
North, The Premier is right in saying that
this matter is one for men with money.
Taking the first part of the motion, as to
the question of development, we come to the
personal equation of the pastoral lands and
the carrying of more stock, and better stock,
and the marketing of the stock when grown.
I do not know that we shall be able to do
much more on the squatting side.

Mr. Marshall: A great deal more could be
done on the squatting side. There are huge
areas of land still available.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I mean
on the land now occupied. No doubt ex-
isting holdings can be improved, and by
means of better stud stock the existing stock
can be improved. The sheep man is having
a good time, and not much can be done for
him, 1t is different with the eattle man,
who has had diffienlt seasons and low prices.
The establishment of the Wyndham Meat
Works was expected to bring aboui improve-
ment in the quality of the cattle and inerease
in their number, but the price of eattle
has been so low that the breeding of them
has not been a kighly attractive proposition.
The Wyndham Meat Works are used at less
than half their capacity, and the State is
losing interest oo them. ‘T'rue, we pget a
quarter of a million annually from the meat
exporters, which is of considerable advan-
tage to the State; bui the works have not
been largely ulilised, owing to the want of
favourable markets. Doubtless that position
will improve. I doubt whether from the
aspeet of squatting the appointment of a
Royal Commission would be justified. Min-
ing is another maitter, but it is hard to be-
lieve that a single Royal Comnnissioner will
be able to deal with mining as weil as all the
other industries. Many peaple, however,
are looking for openings in the way of gold
mining.

Mr. Lamond: One Commissioner made
very important recommendations last year—
Mr. Kingsley Thomas.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
I do noi know thal anything has resulted.
Many Royal Commissions have made sug-
gestions, but T am not aware that anything
much has resulted from them.

Mr. Marshall: We could not expect much
to  result immediately from Kingsley
Thomas’s report, seeing that all the big
shareholders of the mines are resident in
London.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member secems to believe that the only val-
. nable recommendation was that for amalga-
mation of companies, improved machinery,
and so forth.

My, Marshall: Nothing of the kind.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On the
mining aspect probably seme real good
would result from eclose investigation. The
Premier knows that the rainfall of our North
is much lighter than that of tropical Queens-
land.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr, Angelo: The rainfall of our North
goes up to 63 incles.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, at
Camden IHarbour, but that is the wettest
spot. Even there [ do not know that it
would be possible to employ men all the
year round in agriculture. Twenty-five
inches of rain falling in a few months may
be enough to grow cotton. My belief is that
irrigation will play a great part in the agri-
cultural development of the North. ILiriga-
tion propositions abound there, and prob-
ably inquiry into the possibilities of irri-
gation and its cost would result in some
good, An irrigation engineer would be
needed for thal purpose. In Bgypt irriga-
tion is entirely responsible for the support
of 14 million people on 12,000 square miles.
Many of them have grown wealthy through
irrigation. Irrigation is essential to the
agricultural development of our North be-
cause employment all the yenr round is es-
sential. We should want another Commis-
sioner to advise us how to convert the un-
doubted wealth of the sea on our northern
coast into coin of the realm. From the as-
pect of defence it is suflicient to say that
we can have no people without defence.
When we speak of the undefended North,
we should alse think of the wundelended
South. Australia is practically defenceless,
with six millien people seattered over a huge
continent. There are possibilitics
of o0il being found in our North-West,
if it is found anywhere in Anstralia.
Befoie we appoint a Roval Commission we
wint Lo know whnt the Commission is to do
for us. The Premier rightly says that he
will want to know where the money is to
come {rom. As he states, considerable sums
of money are nceded in the south of this
State. I am aiso “with the Premier in his
stutement that we should retain ali our ter-
ritory, and should not even consider the sur-
vender of the North to the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth have the Northern Ter-
ritory, and have done very little with it. T
have ascertained that it costs Australia £120
annually for every man, woman, and child
in the Northern Territory. Tt is true that
South Australia, in banding over the North-
ern Territory to the Commonwealth, handed
over the responsibility to the whole of Aus-
tralia, including Western Anstralia. At all
events, it would he had for Western Austra-
lio if our North were handed over to the
Commonwealth to he treated as the Northern
Territory has been. I am entirely against
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any such proposal. Let me peint out that
the Northern Territory is represented in the
Federal House by one voteless mewber,
whilst our North is represented here by four
members who vote as well as speak. So our
North is well represented in the State Par-
liament. The four Northern members are
invariably most active in this Chamber, and
always endeavour te convince the House that
the North has sulfered grave iojustice.

The Premier: For the last fortnight the
Northern members have had the debate to
themselves.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Sinee the
Premier came to this House and since I came
to this House we have listened to hardly
anything except the needs and wromgs of
the North. I do not know that in my 20
years here any proposal for tbe benefit of
the North has not been seriously considered
by the Chamber, and 1 do not call to mind
that any such proposal has been turned
down. In that respect no other part of
Western Australia has been so fortunate. Be-
fore appointing the suggested Royal Com-
mission the Premier must know what it is
wanted for, and what he is to do with its
report when he gets it. The question, as the
Premier has said, is largely an Australian
question. I fail to see that the Federal Gov-
ernment shounld colleet more by way of tax-
ation than they need for their special pur-
poses and then return the balance to the
States. [ am entirely against any such sys-
tem. Tt is true that the Federal Govern-
ment have vedneed their taxation, but it
would be a much better thing for West-
ern Anstralia if tley reduced it to the ex-
tent of enabling us to meet our urgent
needs. The Minister for Works is getting
a grant for road makinz from the Federal
Glovernment, but it is snbject to conditions.
AN the grants are subject to s0 manv con-
ditions. I do not like that idea. If the
Federal Government were fo distribute
money on an area basis, we wonld not have
much to ohject to hecanse we would get
more than our share seeing that we possess
one-third of the Continent. When the money
i35 distributed on a population hasis, how-
ever, we do no better than we would if the
Federal Government were fo reduce their
taxation to meeet their hare necessities, leav-
inr us to impose taxation to meet onr re-
quirements. We should consider very ecare-
fully before we think of handing over any
part of our territory to the Federal an-
thorities. Just at present they seem to he
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inclined to help, and & suggestion has heen
made that a Commission should be ap-
pointed. [ understand the idea is that it
shall e outside parliamentary control. [
do not know that Australia would agree to
that proposition. I think this Parliament
should bave some say seeing that the tax-
payers will be responsible. When it comes
to a question of administration, I have al-
ready pointed out that four parliamentary
representatives are in this Chamber. We
bave Ministers and the people come here te
do their business. All the finaneial arrange-
ments necessary are made here and the
business of the North is transacted here as
well. If the North is handed over to the
control of others, the Federal people are
likely to set up another cenire in Aus-
tralia. I do not know thal lhe North will re-
ceive beiter treatment from Melbourne than
from a centre nearer to them sueh as Perth.
I do not see how such a proposal would bene-
fit the people of the North from the stand-
point of admimstration. Certainly they
could not get more sympathetic administra-
tion than they get from this Parliament, no
matter what they may do. It is unthinkable
that with sueh a small population the North
could set up another Government with all
the necessary paraphernalis such as courts
and other institutions. Tt eould not he done.
I doubt whether such a proposal would im-
prove the position of the North from the
standpoint of administration at all. T have
heen in Parliament for a long time and I do
not know that T have heard it sugzested
that anything better could be done. The
people of the North are restless and want
something to be done. That is a very good
thing. The members representing the North
are also restless and are pressing for some-
thing to he dome. That, too, is good. So
it is with Parliament. The question is,
what shall we do with the limited popula-
tion and funds at our dispesal?

Mr, Coverley: You did not find it hard
to float a loan when you wanted to develop
the South-West.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We had
a definite policy to do something that the
Empire wanfed. Undoubtedly we ecould
get money, hut the memher for Kimberley
(Mr. Coverlevy) should realise that a great
proportion of the tropical lands of the
carth are already under the control of
Great Britain. One-quarter of the earth’s
surface is contralled by the British nation
and a fair propertion of that is tropical
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country. The tropieal reqnirements of the
nation, apart, perhaps, from ecotton, are
more ur less limited. Since Britain draws
upon all parts of the worid for her require-
ments, it is difficult to see how she could
distribute orders to assist in the develop-
ment of our northern parts to any great
extent. When I first assumed office in 1919
I agked the Agent General to get the Im-
perial Government to suggest what we
conld do to supply the needs of Great
Britain. 1 pointed out our possibilities re-
garding agriculture, the pastoral industry
and the mining industry, and asked what
we could supply. T realised, however, that
so much of the Empire’s lands were repre-
sented by tropieal areas. I do not know
just what is in the Premier’s mind as to
what ought to be done.

The Premier: I am a bit puzzled to know
what to do with the whole thing.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know where he will turn for the man
suitable to make such an inquiry. It can-
not be a mining man, who would be
possessed of suofficient knowledge to deal
with tropieal agrienlture, irrigation, pas-
toral matters and the industries of the sea.
The best thing to do would be to get a man
with a judicial mind who would be able to
call evidence from all classes of people,
and that would be a pretty expensive Com-
mission to uwndertake. If we were prepared
to embark upon tropical agriculture on an
extensive scale, we would need the services
of a ecapable irrigation engineer, particu-
larly on aceount of our rainfall. The
Premier would have fo provide considerable
soms of money, an@ he would have to
secure the right type of people for the
climate. The trouble is that Australia has
too much country and too few people.
There are wonderful opportunities on the
coasta) fringes where the climate is good.
There is, too, a deeided inclination on the
part of people to settle around the finaneial
centres, such as Melbourne, Sydney, Bris-
bane, Adelaide and Perth. This question
is rendered the more diffienlt beeanse of
that fact. While I have no intention of
oppusing the appoiniment of the Commis-
sion of inquiry, 1 could wish that the
motion had heen worded differently so as
to give some indicalion of what the House
desired the Government v do. 'The very
wording of the motion shows the confusion
that is in the minds of hon. members. |
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.hope the Premier will not appoint a Com-
missioner until he gely the right man, and
having got hiin I hope he will provide that
indivilual with something definite to in-
quire into. 1 hope he will see to it that the
Royal Commissioner is asked to make
recommendations for the development of
the North in such a way that the develop-
ment will inerease the population there
very considerably. If we were to multiply
the people on the stations by ten, we wonld
still have a limited number of people there.
Mining has decreased and the people have
gone. The use of mofor cars means that
one man can now do the work that neces-
sitated the employment of two or three or
more in the past. Then again, quick motor
fransport has enabled people to do their
buginess with Perth direet instead of, as in
the days of horse-drawn vehicles, through
the towns in the North. With modern im-
provements and aeroplanes, the people are
able to come f{o Perth more often during
the course of the year. The result is that
there are fewer people living in the Norti.
T hope our northern parts, which represent
a valnable portion of the State, will never
be separated from the South. We shall
have a greater say in the government of
Australia while the North is joined to the
SBonth, than we would have if the position
were different. Tn the vears to come West-
ern Australia will have a much zreater say
in the affairs of the nation. That is what
I hope we are aiming at. It is eertain no
ome in this House to-day will live to see
any eonsiderable change in the relative
positions of Western Australia and the
Eastern States. All parts of Australia will
continue to develop, but possihly Western
Aunstralia will progress more rapidly than
the other States. At the same time we
have a lot of leeway to make up. ‘When
we apprecinte the fact that our creat terri-
tory is represented by only five members in
a Honse of 75, we can realise what small
potatoes we are in the Federal arena. |
sympathise with the Premier in the
responsibility he has to shoulder in select-
ing someone to conduct this inquiry. When
it comes to providing funds nececssary, if
anything worth while is to be done, he will
require our sympathetic assistance. TUn-
doubtedly the North is well worth develop-
ing, bat there is mueh to he done stll
within almost a stone’s throw of ns at
present. Hon. members must agree that it
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is the first duty of the Government tc
undertake that task, seeing that the facili-
ties are here, that the opportunities are
here, that the markets are here, and that
the elimaie is so much beiter. We shall
inerease our population more rapidly in
the South than we would do if we were to
place the same numbers ip the northern
areas. While I do not oppose the appoint-
ment of the Commission, I again ask the
Premier not to make the appointment at
all until he is perfectly satisfied that some
rood will result from the inquiry. TUnless
he can get & man who ean advise along the
lines indicated, then the inquiry will not
result in much good. Tt will. be useful if
we can get the right man. The veport wili
then be available for us when we are
ready to incur the large expenditure
that will be involved, and when we are
prepared to undertake the work we will
not then be delayed because of the necessity
for inquiries to be made. As a matter of
faet, we know mighty little about the
North. In my opinion, however, the land
to be looked al for the purpose of tropieal
agrienlfurs is that lying bhetween Derby
and Wyudham where the harbours are
good, the rainfall fairly good, and where,
we are fold, there are streams containing
considerahle supplies of water. We have
reports such as that presented by Mr.
Easton and others who lLave made many
inruiries, with the result that we know
much regarding thu possibilities. I hope
the Premier will see to it that good will
come from the inquiry and that it will be
conducted along definite lines.

MR, LAMOND (l’ilbara—in reply)
[813]: 1 thank members for the fair
and sympcthetie wmanncer in which they have
received the motion. There are only one or
two statements to which 1 desire to reply.
The member for Roebourne (1. Teezdnale}
accused me of having very liftle knowledge
of the enuntry, and went on to say that T
was like a fty ithat hopped from one dande-
lion fo another, and encared in one par-
ticular emninyment. That is unfair. As a
lad T went to the North-West in 1905, and
T lived continuously there until T was eleeted
fo represent the Pilbara constituency in the
Assemhly. That means to say that T lived
there for upwards of 20 vears. T nave
travelled on several occasions from the Fitz-
rov River in the Kimberlevs o Hamelin
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[Pgol, 150 mites south of Carnarvon. 1 over-
landed and therefore bave n fair knowledge
of the North-Wes: from one end to the
other. The Premier stated that one of the
greal diflicalites of the North-West was on
the domes:ic side. [ understood him to mean
that it wos difficult to get women to live
there, and that be thought it would be neces-
sarv for men to leave their homes in order
to settle there heeause the climate was not
suitable for {he women folk, Thal is not
correct. Although ‘the eiimate of the North
is not first-class for women

The Premier: | meant beeause of the in-
comveniencies and the disabilities inland.

Mr. LAMOND: T have been in most por-
tions of the North-West and at the farthest
outposts there are white women rearing
families,  One of the greatost drawhacks
1= the lack of medieal facilities. 1 pay a
tribute to the wowmen who go to the North-
West and rear families in many instances
200 or 300 miles from a doctor. If the
Roval Commission were instrnmental in bet-
ter medieal faeilities being provided for
the North-West, its appeintment would be
jnstified. The member for Wagin (Mr.
Stnbhs) stated Ly way of interjection that
the Kimberiey disiriei was not suitable for
sheep and wool growing as the elimate was
ton hot. Kimberley holds a record for wool
crowing. On the Liveringa station on the
Fitzroy 107,000 :heep were run on sur-
face waters without n single hore hole hav-
ing heen put down. 1 feel sure that is &
record for Ausiralia. In the wool market
the same station secured top priee, due to
the light character of the wool. At Bal-
mnaningarra station in Kimberley a flock of
couple of thounsand. sheep was bred up to
40,000 without a fence having been erected.
In those days the sheep wore shepherded.

Mr. Latham: How manv are there on
that station to-day?

Mr. LAMOND: None, because the station
is being utilised for cattle, but not hecause
the climate was unsuifable for sheep. Mem-
hers know that the greafest increase of
flocks is not obtained when they are shep-
herded. The member for York (Mr.
Tatham) stated that peaple could not be
expected to 2o on the land in the North-
West when they could get land in the South-
West where the climate was muoch better.
That is not the position: the great considera-
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tion is the opportunity offered in ihe South-
West to get Government assistanee.

Mr. Latham: But that has been granted
only recently.

Mr., LAMOND: There is no comparison
in ihe cost of developing a holding in the
North-West and in the South-West. Wlhen
people go to the North-West they find coun-
try that is worth developing. In fael, one
acre of North-West land taken to the South-
West could be sold as fertiliser.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS—DEATH OF QUEEN
ALEXANDRA.

Message from the Council received and
read tranmsmitiing an address of condolence
to His Majesty the King and other mem-
bers of the Royal Family on the death of
the Dowager Queen Alexandra and desir-
ing the coneurrence of the Assembly in it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder} [8.22]: 1 am sure the whole
House will endorse the sentiments expressed
in the address from the Legislative Council.
The Dowager Queen Alexandra lived a
long and full life that was a fine example
to her people. Although for many years
past she led a life of comparative seclusion,
she held the affeetion of the people of
Great Britain in a very remarkabie degree.
Her passing will leave a gap in the lives of
the people of England, and we join in ex-
Pressions of sympathy and eondolence fo
His Majesty and other members of the
Royal Family. I move—

That this Honse concurs in the address.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8-23]: T endorse all the words that
have fallen from the Premier, and agree
with him that Queen Alexandra lived in the
hearts of the people of the Empire for all
that long period of more than 60 years and
died regretted by them.

Question passed; members standing.

BILL—-ROADS CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER TOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[8.24] in moving the second reading said:
This is another of the hardy annuals—a Bill

[ASSEMBLY.]

for the closing of certain streets. Various
municipalities and road boards have to con-
sider requests made to them for the closing
of roads and, before the requests can be
carried into effect, Parliament has to ap-
prove of the closures being made. This Bill
proposes seven closures in various parts of
the State. The first is in the City of Perth
and relates to a small piece of land at Hyde
Park, which makes the coroer of the park
not square. The closing of this portion will
strnighten np the street and still leave the
full width. The next closure relates to
Ocean-parade at North Fremantle.  The
land at this portion near the North Mole
has been made up, and it is proposed to
lease an area there for the erection of stor-
age tanks for oil. This will have the effect
of earrying Ocean-parade nearer to the sea,
but the same width of beach will be re-
tained. By this closure the Government will
have an opportunity to. lease the land and
thus permit of ecompetition for the supply-
ing of oil fuel to ships calling at Fremantle.
There is a small area to be closed at Nar-
rogin at the rear of an hotel lately built by
Mr. Michael Brown. It is a very small
triangular piece, the closing of which will
not interfere with the road, and on which it
is desired to erect a septic tank. A little
while ago the Cottesloe Couneil sold to the
Government the electricity supply for the
distriet, and in one of the side streets a'sub-
station had been erected, really on a road.
Tt has been there for many years. It is
proposed to close the portion of the street
on which the sub-station stands and give the
Electricity Supply Department the vight to
the ground. The next closure is at East
Fremantle, a eontinuation of Angwin-street
to Bolton-street.

The Premier: There is nothing political
about that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On top
of a high cliff where the ground falls away
steeply, there is a road called Richmond-
crescent. It is impossible fo construet the
road on aceonnt of its steepness. This road
has existed since the early days, dating back
prior to the formation of the muniecipality.
The property abutting on the sirect belongs
to the Goverhment. An arrangement has
been made with the Land Resumption Office
under which Richmond-crescent is to he
closed and the land will then vest in His
Majesty as part of his former estate.
Angwin-street will be continued to Bolton-
street to give ingress to and egress from
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the properiies there. It is iwmpossible
to make a road on top of the eliff
as cutiings would bave to be put in.
The department consider it advisable that
this street should be elosed. There is alse
a provision that it should be regarded as a
street even if it should be less than 66ft,
wide. That is done for the purpose of not
interfering with any building the Govern-
ment have erected on the land. It is also
proposed to close a road through the land
occupied by Muresk Agricultural College.
This land abuts on the North-East bound-
ary. It is necessary that the Government
should have the power to elose this road, or
perbaps to alter the position. The last clayse
provides for the closure of roads in the
North Tremantle municipality. As a matter
of faect these are mere rights of way, North
Fremantle is now becoming an important
industrial centre and some time back several
big firms acquired a number of small blocks
which were divided by rights of way. BEx-
cept one smail bloek this land is now held
by Dalgety’s, the British Imperial Qil Com-
pany and Kiichen and Sons. The existence
of the rights of way will interfere with the
carrying on of the business of these people,
and it is therefore asked (hat lecislative
authority be piven to close the thorcugh-
fares, and in that way make one larvge block
of the allotments and rights of way. There
is no objection to the proposals, the consent
of all the parties interesled having been ob-
tained.

Ilon. Sir James Mitehell: Will the muni-
cipal council he able to sell the rights of
wayv to the owners of the property?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ii 15 the
council that has asked for this legislation.
The rights of way are narrow. I have given
the House a full list of the roads that it is
propesed o c¢lose during this year. I
nmove—-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
woN SR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [S.33]: 1 have no objection to offer
to the Bill. hat I ask the Minister not to go
into Cominittee on it to-night because I would
lile vome irformation ahount the clanse re-
latine tn te elosre of the road throush
Muresk grounds. 1 think the Minister has
heen mi-informed about that roadway.

The Minister for Lands: We can take the
Bill throngh Committee up to that clause.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We must
be perfeetly certain that the people who need
to use the road through Muresk grounds will
be adequately served. The Minister for
Agriculture will remember that be spoke to
me about this road some time ago, and I
want to be certain that access to the railway
station through the grounds will be afforded
in the event of the existing road being closed.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
Progress reported,

BILL—RESERVES,
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Apgwin—North-East Fremantle)
(840] in moving the second reading said:
This too is a Bill that we find it necessary
to bring down annually. The papers show-
ing the reserves that it is proposed to deal
with were laid upon the Table last session.
First the Bill provides for the transfer of a
Class “A” reserve from the Education En-
dowment Trustees to the High School in ex-
change for an arvea now held by the High
School. The school authorities desire to
carry ont some cxperimental agricultural
work, and the land they now hoeld, which is
all sand, is not suitable for the purpose.
The land it is propesed to fransfer to them
is a black loam and will weet all require-
ments.  Next the Education Endowmeut
Trustees desire that Aven Loeation 29203
shall be handed back to the Lands Depart-
ment on condition that the Lands Depart-
ment refund the survey fees that they levied.
It appears that the vermin board in that
distriet have urged the present trustees to
clear the land of vermin. The trustees say
that it will cost about £500 to do that and
they have no money available. Tt is asked
that the land he handed lbaek and thrown
open for selection, and then those who re-
quire it will be able to take it up and keep
it clear of vermin. The next clauze in the
Bill provides that the Bunbury Municipal
Council shall have power to sell its present
pound site, and that the mouey =o derived
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shall be used to purchase a more suifable
site. The Bunbury Municipal Couneil desire
this. The fourth clause provides that in the
vicinity of Napier a small portion shall be
taken out of Class A reserve 647, classified
tor camping and public utility, for the pur-
pose of a site for an agricultural hail. It is
only a small block that iz required, but it
is necessary to have legislative authority as
the reserve is Class A, It is also sought
to provide that the school site at
Subiaco, again & class A rveserve, shall
have its boundaries altered. This is

merely to solve some difficulties without

doing any damage either to the reserve
or to the school ground. The next proposal
deals with Class “A” reserves 18324 and
18325 at Mt. Lawiey. This is the old Perth
sanitary site. It has been granted to the
Perth Road Board, and representations have
heen made by the Lawn Tennis Association
of W.A, the Football Association, and a
golf syndicate, to leasc the land, and ex-
pend on it immediately £3,500, with a fur-
ther annual sum to put the grounds into
proper order for the playving of various
games. There is a sufficient area for a
pullie park as well, and this will be
retained by the Perth Road Board, I
was waited on by some of the sporting
bodies in respeet of this proposal. The
trouble is that, under existing conditions,
the Perth Road Board tannot lease the
land for more than 21 years from the date
of the trust. Sceing that it is going
to cost the collective sporting bodies from
£30,000 to £40,000, it is ridiculous to ask
them to accept a lease for only 21 years.
Therefore it is 1roposed in the Bill that
with the consent of the Governor, the area
may be leased for 50 yewsrs, so as to enable
the sporting bodies to recoup themselves for
the money they will expend on the ground.
Another clause provides that the purpose of
a reserve in Labouchere-road, South Perth,
opposite the gates of the Zoological Gardens,
shall be changed. Many years ngo the area
was set aside for a botanical gardens. To-
day the Zoological Gardens have become
virtually a hotanical gardens, and conse-
quently this reserve is no longer necessary
for its original purpose. The proposal is
te take a strip of it, frontine on Labouchere
road, as a parking ground for motors used
by the people visiting the Zoological Gardens
or the golf links adjoinine the reserve. Some
vears ago the Zoological Gardens committee
were sranted a portion of this area for the

[ASSEMBLY.]

purpose of ereeting caretaker’s quarters.
The committee say that it is no longer re-
yuired for that purpose, and they propose
to relinguish that area in the reserve and in
exchange take this strip for the parking of
motors. Then it is proposed to alter the
purpose of the balance of the reserve. In-
stead of being reserved for a lLotanical gar-
dens, it will be set aside for recreation
purpeses other than golf.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Why other than
zolf?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Because
seme years ago there was a movement for
the banding over of part of this reserve to
the Perth Golf Club, whose course adjoins
the reserve. However, this was objected to
by a number of the local residents, and I
think by Parliament; so, bearing that in
mind, it has heen thought advisable in de-
dicating the reserve to recreation purposes
to exclude golf, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
than) [8.51]: I have no great objection to
offer to the Bill, Indecd I think t{hat since
the educational trustees ask that their land
should be taken back so that they might be
relieved of responsibility, the value of the
land, it it De sold, should be added to the
existing educational endowment. As to the
Bunbury reserve, nobody can offer any ob-
jection to that. The same may bhe said ot
most of the proposals in the Bill, but there
arc one or two provisions that strike me as
being a little unusual. It is only right that
the reserve at Mt. Lawley should be used for
recreation purposes; it will be of consider-
able value to the people of the locality.
Some time age the road board desired to get
control of that area in order to grant leases
to a number of sporting bodies willing to
spend large sums of money on the improve-
ments of the grounds. 1t will take a con-
siderable sum to do this, so we certainly
must pive those hodies a fairly long lease, if
they are to reeover their expenditure. But
the power the Minister asks is a liftle un-
usual. Tt is that with the approval of the
(lovernor the balance of the land shall be
vested in the Perth Road Board, which will
be nble to do more or less as it pleases with
the land. So long as we are sure that the
land shall be used exclusively for recreation
purposes, it ought te he all right. There is
no other recreation ground in that loeality,
and T am glad that at last the road hoard i+
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to be in a position to lease the land to the
respective sporting bodies, The reserve at
South Pertb is po longer needed by the Zoo-
logical Gardens, while a sirip of it is rc-
quired for the parking ol motor cars. To
me Labouchere road, especially as seen from
King’s Park, is a long, ugly, staight line. It
should be possible somewhere or other to
break that line, if only by the planting of
trees. Seen from King's Park it is nothing
but an eyesore and spoils an otherwise beau-
tiftul view. The road could be broken just
where it passes this reserve.

Mr. Clydesdale: The reserve is not more
than is required for recreation purposes.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: But
there are 24 aeres in the area. South Perth
15 very well supplied with reserves. I do
not know whether they were all declared dur-
ing the hon. member’s time as Mayor.

Mr. Clydesdale: You eould expeci that.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: [ only
wish the same thing had heen done in other
subarbs. However, I am not opposing the
proposal, for it will result in a very fine re-
ereafion ground.

My, Clvdesdale: 1t has taken 20 vears
to bring this ahout.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 re-
member that a Pill was introduced for this
somo vears age bhut was lost in another
place. ’

Mr. Clvdesdale: It was in respeet of the
same land, but with a different division.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 should
like to see this land turned into cricket
grounds and tennis courts. The pity is we
have not more ground to give to the people
for recreation purposes. Tennis courts
should he so placed thal the young people
who are at work in the eity may have ready
aceess to them at the end of the day. This
ground is particularlv suited for that pur-
pose. I am not certain why the Minister
has inserted words to prevent the ground
from heing nsed for golf. There is already
a course at Sourh Perth, but it sounds
rather bad to have these words inserted in
a Bill of this kind.

The Minister for Lands: T think it is
hecause these words were not inserted that
vour Bill did net go through.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Appar-
ently people may play any game they like
hut golf on this zround. I do no! suppose
it will be required for this purpose, and it
eounld not he added to the golf links without
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the approval of the Mivister and the lucal
aulhority.

The Minister for Lands: The Minister has
no jower once the iand is banded over,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister has power to vest these reserves in the
local anthority, which ibhen could permit the
galf club to play over the grounds, though
T do not suppose it would be reqnired for
that purpose. The Bill will at all events
meet the ohjection of those who thought the
golf elub miaht want to have the ground.
The municipality wonld not have kept the
present golf links in anything like the wayv
ihe golfers have kept it. Thev have heauti-
fied the ground not only for Sonth Perth
but for the people wenerally. If there has
been any ohjection, it will be removed now
hecante there will be ample ground for all
purposes. [ have no objection to the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill 1ead a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.
(lause 3—Reserve No. 3268:

Mr. WITHERS : Bunbury was established
many vears ago. hut if is now found thai
ihis piece of iand iz delrimental 1o the in-
terests of the towi. The municipality is
desirous of disposing of it with the object
of vetting a better site elsewhere.

Clause 'ul and passed.
Clanses 4 to G—agreed lo.
Clause 7—Reserve A 53574:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
words “exclusive of golf” were inserted in
this clause becauce so much obhjertion was
raized hy local residents 10 the area being
added to the present golt links, which ad-
join this particnlar piece of land. It was
thong"t that the golf club already had a
sufficient area. There are not many recrea-
tion reserves available in South Perth. Omn
the small reserve adjoining the road hoard
office there are some ternis eourts, but there
is searcelv room for anvthing else. Some
additional area shonld, therefore, he pro-
vided for South Perth. If the area were
transferred to the golf club, there wonld not
Fe enongh left for general recreation pur-
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poses, such as football, ecricket, tennis, ete.
That is why these words were put in.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do nof
see why this should not have been left to
the local authority and the Minister. Pos-
sibly this is the method adopted by the Min-
ister to get the Bill throngh. T will wager
that it will come back o ug with these words
deleted.

The Minister for Lands: 1 wonld not oh-
Jject. They were not put in at my request.

Mr, Clydesdale: The golf club tried to
get their links extended by taking in this
portion of the reserve, but the local author-
ity raised an objection,

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELIL: Then
they could not get it.

The Minister for Lands:
local authorities are changed.

Hon,. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It locks
as if Parliament were hostile to the game
of golf, but the reverse is the case. We
want to encourage good wholesome sport.

Mr. Ciydesdale: The present golf links
are not & championship ecourse, and that is
why it was desired to enlarge them.

Mr. Davy: They would like a little more
land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does
not seem right to leave these words in the
Bill.

Clavse put and passed.
Schednle—agreed to.

Sometimes

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 29th Oectober.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.13]: I am afraid we have come
to the end of a peaceful sitting. We now
have a PBill that has been introduced by
the Minister for Works. His proposals
generally mean some drasiic change in the
existing state of affairs. The Minister in
office is one thing, and the Minister in Par-
liament is another. His proposals are
meant {o be accepted by the House, and as
a rule are ecarried, notwithstanding the
gtrennous npposition from this side of the
House. No matter what advice is tendered
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to the Minister, he sticks to his proposals
to the letter. Not a word can be altered
unless we find a mistake on the part of the
Parliamentary Draftsman, This Bill deals
with road boards. The Minister ought to
be reasonable. There are many members
who know more about this subject than the
Minister does, or than I do, and they should
be listened to. Many of the country towns
are incloded in the road board distriets.
We must keep that in view when eonsider-
ing the Bill. Perhaps one feature of the
measure will lead people to take a greater
interest in road boards: the Minister pro-
poses to dignify those boards by convert-
ing them into distriet councils. There is
to be a president and also a viee-president
of each district council, and the Minister
proposes that both these gentlemen shall
be honorary justices of the peace. To-day
the chairman of a road bhoard is an honor-
ary justice of the peace, and the member
for York (Mr. Latham), who is chairman
of the loecal road board, informs me that
there is no provision for the swearing-in of
temporary justices, an omission which the
Minister might like to supply before this
Bill passes. I do not know how far it will
please the road boards to be changed into
distriet councils and fo have a president
and a vice-president. One objeclion to the
Bill is that the Minister, while increasing
the powers and certainly the responsibili-
ties of the local authorities, retains to him-
self considerable powers. That is a mis-
take. The loeal governing bodies should
have the greatest possible freedom in the
management of their own affairs. They
are elected, as we are, by the people, and
are responsible to those who eleet them,
The Bill proposes to abolish plural vofing.
We may be, as the Minister says, the last
country in the world to retain plural
voting. However, plural voting has worked
very well, and I do not know of any objec-
tion to it. It gives the people paying the
greatest amount of rates a special say in
the expenditure of the money. The Min-
ister proposes to extend the scope of the
local governing bhodies, which at present
is limited practically to the construction
and maintenance of roads. The use of
the roads to-day is a very different
thing from what it was. Motor traffie
is heavy, and motor owners pay a
road tax, but the Minister proposes fo re-
tain that tax, and so the local governing
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bodies will be left to mainfain the roads.
1t will be very diffienlt for them to main-
tain the roads in a satisfactory condition
unless considerable help is given by tke
Minister. The width of 66ft. proposed by
the Bill for roads is the right width in
most cases, but the Minister should have
power to authorise roads of less width,

The Minister for Works: An amendment
to that effeet is being drafted.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
be wrong of the Minister to insist on roads
running through valuable land being not
less than G6ft. in width. I have in mind,
for instance, the swamp land in the Peel
Estate. If every one of {he numerous roads
required on thab estate were to be GBHLL.
wide, it would mean a great waste of valu-
able land. T am glad that the Minister pro-
poses to have the clause amended. The Bill
suggests many changes. TUnder the exist-
ing Act road boards have the right to
acquire and run ferries.

The Minisfer for Works: Under the ex-
isting Aect they can only subsidise ferries,
not own them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The pro-
vision was made many years ago to meet
cases where it was impraecticable to bridge
a river. I will leave the member for York
(Mr. Latham) to convince the Minister on
this point. The Bill provides that passen-
ger services may be acquired and operated
by local authorities with the eonsent of the
Minister.
ties need be given that power. A distriet
council should attend to the present work
of maintenance of roads and matters con-
nected therewith. The Minister proposes
to make the counciis trading congerns, run-
ning ecinematopraph entertainments and
exhibitions of all sorts. Perhaps “White
City” would come in that eategory. Tt is
certainly an exhibition.

The Minister for Works: T am told good
profits are made out of “White City.”

Mr. Griffiths : The Kellerberrin people
sapport their hospital by means of moving
picture shows.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHETL: I should
not object to that, but it is ¢nite another
matter to permit road bnards to use their
funds for all these purposes. 1 hope that
hefore the Flouse agrees to these varions
activities on the part of loral! governing
bedies, the Minister will tell us exaetly
what 15 meanf. The BRBill proposes to

I do not know that local authori- .
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authorise loecal bodies to erect saleyards.
They already do that. Again, the Bill pro-
poses that they shall have power to build,
establich and maintain hospitals. 1 do not
know how many times we are to pay for
hospital services. The (iovernment collect
money for that purpose, by way of the
entertainments tax for instance. And then
there is ordinary revenue. It is an extra-
ordinary prop.osal that people already con-
tributing taxation for hospital purposes
should be ealled upon to establish a hospital.
It is not fair. Certainly the responsibility
will not he evenly distributed, since every
district will not establish a hospital. A
municipality, for example, cannot do so.
The proposed district councils will only be
able to collect revenne from land, while the
hospital will be used by all the people in
the district. The Government collects rev-
enue not only from land, but from numercus
sources. Many people who contribute to
the Clovernment will nnt contribute to the
local anthority. We already have against
the lands of the State a large pumber of
taxes, in some cases amounting in the aggre-
gale to a considerable sum per acre per
annum. There is no reason why people
should contribute taxation to the Treasurer
for hospital purposes, and at the same time
contribuie directly to a local authority in
order that this authority may run a hospital.
The Bill contains another power to the dis-
triet eouncils to do something that the Gov-
ernment are already doing. The loeal au-
thority is to be authorised to erect workers’
homes and sell tkem to people who cannof
afford to build homes for themselves. We
have a Workers’ Homes Board which is
very well and very ecapably managed, and
excellently staffed. It operates practically
all over the South-West to-day, and is do-
ing excellent work. Certainly no local aum-
thority would have the experience of the
Workers' Homes Board, and the work would
not be as well done by loeal authorities in
the interests of those buying the homes.
The institution has not cost the people of
this comntry one farthing. Very few
pounds are owing by people who have
homes built for them to-day. The work of
advancing money is excellently managed,
and I doubt the necessity for adding to the
work of local authorities something that is
done very much bhetter by the Workers
Homes Board. Certainly the Government
can procure money more cheaply than can
the local authorities. The smaller the local
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authority, the more will have to be paid for
the money, and the more difficult will it be
to finance the erection of homes. Why
dupiicate all these undertakings? Nothing
is to be gained by it. The Premier said he
would consider the question of expanding
the funds of the Workers' Homes Board to
enable them to erect homes in the country.
Hon. members recognise that the rent ques-
tion is a serious matter. If people could
get houses at cheaper rentals, they would
be wore satisfied with their wages. If a
worker has to pay 23s. & week for a 4-
roomed cottage, that amount represents a
big deduction from his wages. Under the
Workers' Homes Board such a man’s posi-
tion would be improved, and I hope the
opportunities of the Workers’ Homes
Board will be increased by extending the
capital available, 1 trust that a substantial
sum will be provided in the T.oan Estimates
for that purpose. 1 hope, too, that the
House will agree that it is not necessary to
do more than we are doing at present, and
that it will be better for the workers to
secure their homes through the board al-
ready established by the Government,

Mr. Latham: At auy rate the work shounld
not be duplicated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so. If someone runs a bakehouse, 1 do not
know that he would have the right to put
a sign on his building “This iz a bakehouse”
unless he had the permission of the Min-
ister. Then no advertisements are to be
allowed on private proverty?

The Minister for Works: This merely
gives the board the same powers as the
municipalities have now.

Mr. Sleeman @ This will prevent those
“Red Revolution” placards being posted up.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wel),
the people require to be warned.

Mr. Sleeman: But there was no necessity
for the warning.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
that at the last election objectionable plac-
ards were displayed reflecting upon the
party to which I belong.

Mr. Sleeman: Who authorised them?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member should be able to tell me. T wonld
like to know who forged that letter.

ATr. SPEARER: Order!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
does the Minister mean regarding the plae-
ards on trees growing on private property?
Does he mean that there will be certain rev-
ehue notwithstanding that the placards may
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be displayed on private property? If
hoardings are erected on private properties
outside the fown, they will not be of much
value, but still they will have to be licensed
and controlled by the local authorities.

Mr. Clydesdale: It would be betfer if all
hoardings in the mefropolitan area were
abolished.

Hon. Sir JAMLS MITCHELL: South
Perth bas a road koard, so that this will ap-
ply there too.

Mr. Clydesdale: And that is the only
board that does not permit hoardings in the
main streets.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Bill also provides that the Minister may
have seeinl valuations made, hut no appeal
cun be lodged against it

The Minister for Works: Yes, there is
an appeal against a Minister’s valoation,
but it i5 to the econrt and not to the counneil.
To that extent I am limiting the powers of
the Minister.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
s0; [ misrend the clanse. There should be
an appeal to the council.

The Minister for Works: But you cannot
take it out of the hands of the loeal authori-
ties, allow the Minister to fix the valuation,
and then allow an nppeal back to the local
anthorities,

Mr. Latham: But that does not say that
the Minister’s valuation is right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. I
take it the Minister wants uniformity. As

‘usnal the Minister has increased the rating

powers very considerably,

Mr. Griffiths: We are getting hardened
to that.

The Minister for Works: T have not done
that; T have merely increased the range.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHETLL: We would
he stapid if we did not take notice of the
most that can be done under the proposals
of the Government.

The Minister for Works: T}o vou not trust
the hoards?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITC'HELL: Before
all these measures ave passed, these taxing
propocals will be taken ont.

The Minister for Works: There is no tax-
arion suggested here.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On the
other hand the taxation is to he eonsiderably
inercased.

The Minister for Works: That will he for
the hoard tn Aecide: 3 15 not provided in
the Rill.
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Houn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
afiaid that the local authorities will adopt
that attitude, particularly as it is possible for
the Minister’s oflicers {o indicate to boards
that if 'they Jdo not inerease their taxation
they will not receive any subsidy from the
Governiment,

The Minister for Works: 1 have had to
tell that already.

1lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And, of
course, it has been done hefore by other
Ministers. In the metropolitan area the tax
may be incressed to 9d. in the pound. with
the approval of the Minister. That is only
one of these special taxes, Then, with re-
gard to lighting, there may be a furilier tax
of 1ud. in the pound on the unimproved
capital value in certain areas, or 3d. in the
pround on rental values.

The Muwister tor Works: Ounly for the
portion served.

Hon. &ir JAVES MITCHELL: That is
50. [ presume this is intended in case any
person is willing to ereet a plant, the tax
being available for the purpose of a subsidy.
T am afraid that when we take info con-
sideration all these different avenues of tax-
alion, there will be a considerable inerease
in the amount the people will have to pay.
We have already gone far enough. I do
not know if the Minister realises all the
taxation that people have to pay. Tloes he
realise that money taken from the people in
this way does not mean providing as much
emploviment as would he available if that
monev were left in the hands of the pro-
ducers? Too mueh taxation wmeans in-
ereased nnemplovment, for people are in-
elined to reduce employment if they have to
shoulder such heavy hurdens. Tt deters en-
terprise and makes employment difficult to
expand. Employment by Governments is no
substitute for emplovment by privale indi-
vidnals. Emplovment creates more employ-
ment. The real work of providing employ-
ment comes from the men who till the land
aloneside the railwavs, and if more money
i= taken from those people in ‘the shane of
taxafion it means that so much land less
i put nnder the plough.

The Minister for Works: 1 am not going
to impose any more taxation upon them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
people resent havine to pay so much in fax-
ztion and =0 manv taxes, Land is becoming
more valuahle m theze times and more taxa-
tion has to be paid upon it. although the
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fand is vsed for the same purposes. It is
the heavy taxation that is causing unem-
ployment tg-day. On top of the mouney that
has to be found fur the needs of the Stute
Government and the loeal authorities, we
have the Fe'leral taxation, which is so mueh
heavier. The Minister should ery a balt
somewhere.

Mr. Marshall: Where are you geiting to?
Yuu have heen talking taxation ever since
tlie Tlouse met.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
hon, member had been here very much since
the House has been in session he wonld know
more ot what has been discussed. [ was en-
deavouring to convinre him and others that
increased taxation means reduced employ-
ment, that taxation refers nat onlv to land
and income tax but fo the tariff imposts
which apnly to every person in the State.
TWhen we consider the millions collected by
the Federal Government, there is no doubt
it does make work scarce. The tariff is re-
sponsible for a charge of at lease £5,000,000
azainst the people. There is not snch seope
for increased taxation as the Minister seems
to imagine. We must erv & halt somewhere.

The Minister for Works: This Bill does
not impose iaxation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It pro-
vides that it mayv be imposed. When the
Minister is a little more experienced in the
wavs of Parliament, he will realise that
members must consider ithe worst that can
happen when dealing with legislation of this
kind.

The Minister for Works: My experience
has heen that the local authorities will not
tax sufficiently.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister had experience at Jandakot where
thev taxed agricultural land at 5s. per acre.

The Minister for Works: My complaint is
that certain road hoards impose only 114d.
in the pound and then come to me for grants
with which to make their roads.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
have a perfeet richt to apply to the Gov-
ernment for assistance. It has alwavs been
the ¢nstom of the Government to grant as-
sigtance.

The Minister for Works: And the Gov-
ernment have a richt to expect them fo do a
fair thinz hy themselves.

Hon, S&ir JAMES MITCHELL:
do a fair thine.

They
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The Minister for \WWorks: Not when they
raie at 11%4d. in the pound and on an under-
valuation, too.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A rate
of 134d. in the pound might e a fair thing.
\We are engaged now in adding to the power
of Jocal anthorities to colleet more and more
taxation. \We are asked 4o give them power
to collect money by way of taxation in order
that they may do other than maintain roads.
They may build workers’ homes. They may
conduct and maintain a hospital, though they
would be mighly foolish to do se. They may
run exhibitions and cinematograph shows,
I do not know whether they would engage
Madame Melba or that other singer who,
we are told, is going to give 20 concerts for
£20,000. But we are giving them the power
to do many things which they could not do
before and which they should not have
power to do now. It is not neeessary to give
local aunthorites power to erect workers’
homes. .

The Minister for Works: You started off
by asking me to trust them, Now you are
complaining of giving them too much power.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: So far
as we give them power, let them exercise it.
The Minister reminds me of Lord Forrest
when he drafted the Land Act. In each
clause he said “This shall be the law,” but
to each he added, “Unless the Minister other-
wise determines.” So he became the Act.
The Minister for Works wishes to follow in
his footsteps.

The Minister for Works: You want io
make me a dietator.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T object
to that. The Minister is cerlainly maintain-
ing his old reputation by wishing to he the
boss. While he iz going to make the road
boards district councils, and the chairmen
presidents, and do other things that will look
like dignifying the gentlemen who under-
take this work, the power will not be very
real because, iff the Bill passes, the Minister
will be able to put his fool down anywhere.
He will control in many matters. 1 said
that so far as road boards are given the
right to do things, they should be trusted,
hut we should not give them the powers for
which the Minister asks.

Mr. Marshall: Therefore there wounld he
no occasion to trust them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:: The mem-
her for Murchison knows that if we give
them unlimited power, we shall be giving
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them unnecessary power. Let us give them
the necessary power and trust them to carry
out the work we wish them to do, but do not
let us include in the Bill any unnecessary
anthority. 1 am opposed to the Minister
having unlimited control over the boards.
Parliament should decide what their powers
should be and then, so far as possible, the
boards shoud be permitted to exercise those
powers without interference. What is the
use of delegating powers to them if at the
same time the Minister can set their powers
aside? The Minister has determined that
this Bill shall become law, and although it
ought not to be a parly measure, 1 fear it
will be. We shall try to make some altera-
tiongs and improve the Bill in Committee.
Perhaps the Minister will allow us to amend
it in some directions. If he does, it will be
the first oecasion that has happened since
he has introduced a Bill as Minister.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [9.52]): This
is 8 measure to give road boards greater
powers. There are many clauses with which
I agree and there are some I intend to op-
pose. Naturally, I shall oppose the clanse
stipulating one man one vote.

The Minister for Works: Why “natur-
ally”?
Mr. LINDSAY: From my experience

road board eonferenees have always been
unanimous in turning down that proposal.
The road board members are the people who
have to work under the Aect, and they are
unanimous in the opinion that that prin-
ciple is unsunitable for them.

The Minister for Works: This is the
only country in the world where that hoary
old idea remains.

Mr. IINDSAY: The men who administer
the Aet must know their own business. They
have not asked for this alteration. Still, I
suppose it will be nseless for me to oppose
it.

Mr. Marshall: Do not get annoyed about
it,

Mr. LINDSAY: 1 hope the Minister's
proposal will not prevent two partners in
a farm from having a vote. T cannot under-
stand why the Minister, in altering the
designation of chairman to president, pro-
vides for the appointment of a viece-presi-
dent and for hoth president and vice-presi-
dent to be justices of the peace. 1 fail to
see any need for a vice-president, The fact
that an acting-president can be appointed
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in the absence of the president should be
suflicient. Even if the president was made
& justice of the peace, there is no reason
why the same shonld apply to the vice-presi-
dent. If the viee-president is granted the
honour, why not extend it to tbe acting-
president? I consider the proposal unneces-
sary and unreasonable. TUnder the existing
Agct is a provision whieh allows road boards
to give a rebate on rates up to 5 per cent,
but ne particular time is laid down in which
the rebate may be granted.  Under this
measure, the time is fixed as the 31st August.
I am nof much eoncerned whether the rebate
is granted or not, but if the Minister intends
that it shall be granted, sufficient time should
be allowed to make the granting of it
possible. The road boards in the wheat belt
and in the Jdrier portions of the State do the
whole of their work in the winter months.
They usually have a secretary and rarely
are two hands employed. The prineipal
work of the secretary s in July and August
when he has to attend to the work om the
roads. That is when most of the money is
expended. The Act lays down that in July
the board sball meet, make a valuation and
strike a rate. Suppose the meeting is beld in
the middle of July, the secretary then has
to make up his raie book and get rate notices
printed and distributed. During my experi-
ence of 14 years, 12 years of it as chairman,
I have never known the rate notieces to be got
out in August. It is usvally September or
October when they are distributed. There-
fore, though the measure may suit metro-
politan road boards, it will not smit the great
majority of country road boards. T have
a letter from & road board stating—

It appears that the rate book will have fo
be made up and the assessment notices all
sent out before the 31st July to enable the
ratepayers io get the allowance of 30 days
for discount on payment of rates hefore the
31st of August. It is considered that no date
ghould be fixed, but that the clause in the pres-
ent Aect is quitc sufficient. The wording in
the present Aect allows discount to be paid
within 30 days from the date of issue of the
assessment notice. It is comsidered that no
alteration of the present Act is necessary.
The writer of the leiter proceeds—

Your experience of country roads boards
shows that a board, at the first meeting in
July generally strike the rate, which might be
as late as the 14th of the month, according
to when the meeting day falls. In an instance
like this, the rate book would have to be held
up pending the rate being struck, The order
for printing the assessment notice hooks would
also have to be held up. and these mavy not
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be reccived back from the printers until nearly
the end of July, so that there would he very
little possibility of the notices being out by
the end of July. It looks as if the proposed
amendinent bas ouly been pui in for the
benefit of metropolitan boards. As these are
now chiefly laying down roads with tar-
bitumen dressings, this work can only be done
in the hot weather, so that the winter is com-
patatively slack and allows of the office busy
period heing tackled without much outside in-
terference. 'This works the reverse in country
road hoards, where the secretary, who is
usually the supervisor, has to spend most of
the time on the roads just at that time, and
has to do all the office work at night. Feor
the months of June, July, and August, the
work of the average country road board is very
hadly eongested on account of the voad works,
combined with the many returng finaneial
statements, balances, et:, whivn are wil wauted
as soon as possible after the close of the year
at the 30f{h June.

The time, to be of any use to country road
boards, must be extended at least to Sep-
tember. Another matter relates to the valu-
ations. The Minister has asked “Why not
frust the road boards?” In my experience
the Minister himself never has trusted
them. He has stated that the road boards
must aceept the increased valvations of the
Taxation Department.

The Minister for Works:
nothing of the sort.

Mr. LINDSBAY: Tf they do not accept
such valuations, he is not prepared te grant
them subsidies.

The Minister for Works: I have said
nothing of the sort. I have told them that
unless they struck a rate of 2d. in the pound,
they would not get a subsidy.

Mr. LINDSAY: What about the valu-
ations?

The Minister for Works:
nothing of the sort.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have been informed
that the Minister did make that statement.

The Minister for Works: Then you have
been wrongly informed.

Mr. LINDSAY: The measure provides
distinetly that there can be no appeal to the
board.

The Minister for Works: T am limiting
the power of rating as compared with what
it is at present. Under the existing Act the
Minister can make a valuation as he likes.
I am binding the Minister down to making
a valuvation in accordance with that of the
Taxation Department,

Mr. LINDSAY: At present road hoards
hold a court of appeal. A fortnight azo I
was at a road board office where 30 appeals

1 have said

T have said
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were pending and it was decided to hold a
court of appeal. I know some of the ap-
pellants personally and T am satisfied that
the valuations were made in accordance with
those of the Taxation Department. I am
satisfied that some of the properties were
valued too high. There were also some that
perhaps were too low. One first class
hlock of land was valued at 32s., and on an
adjoining block, where there was a gravel
hill, the valuation was 253, We know that
is unjust. Recently I read in a newspaper
that the Darling Range Road Board sat as a
court of appeal, and the members of the
board stated it was no use holding appeals
becanse the policy of the department was
that the valuations had to be uniform and
that the valuations of the Taxation Depart-
ment had to be aceepfed. At the present
time we have the right of appeal to the
hoard, but this is to be taken away.

The Minister for Works: The only time
an appeal ean be made fo the board is when
a Minister steps in and makes the valoa-
tion.

Mr. LINDSAY: It is set out in the Bill
that the local court shall not reduce any
valuation made by the Commissioner of
Taxation. An appeal ean only be made pro-
vided the valnation is raised and introduced.
Three of the boards in my district refused
to aceept the valuations and they were told
thatl they would hive to accept them. I have
no objeetion to paying taxation because I
raalise that roads must be constructed. In
the Iast two vears, however, my rates have
been increased by 400 per cent. 'We should be
riven a reasonable opportunity to seethat
the valnations mnde hy the Commissioner of
Taxation are correct. I am quite prepared
to agree that we shounld have uniform valu-
ations, but at least those who have fo pay
should have the right of appeal. In my elec-
torate the six road boards have had their
valuations increased in the last two years
by over 100 per cent. T do not say that the
valnations are wrong, but the people think
thev are suffering an injustice by reason of
their not being ziven an easy method of ap-
pealing. T agree that the boards shonld have
further powers, and I have no objection to
the increase in the rate. Tn some cases the
Minister shonld force the boards to pay
beeanse the inereased rates are necessary.
The bhoards should have the proposed ex-
tensive powers, because, for instanee, in
the ¢ase of hospitals, they should he able
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to assist in the establishment of them by
granting subsidies. In my own distriet we
hope 1o be able to make additions to
the hospital and the local board are pre-
pared to guarantee the interest on the out-
lay. Under the existing Act they cannot
do that unless they form themselves inte
a health hoard. So far as picture shows
are concerned, I hope that the road boards
will leave such things alone. The main
funetion of boards should be to make roads.
I agree that their duties should not end
there, but they should take the greatest
interest in their distriet other than the
making of roads. I suppert the seeond
reading of the Bill but I hope to be able to
deal with a number of other matters when
it reaches the Commiitee stage.

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.7]: T move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion negatived.

MR, LATHAM (York [10.8]: I am sorry
that more consideration is not being given
to resclutions that have been passed by
road conferences year after year. I admit
that some have been embodied in the Bill,
but many have been excluded. There is
pno one more fitted to express an opinion
than those people who devote a great deal
of their time to the work of loeal govern-
ment. Considerable services are rendered
by members of loeal hbodies for the benefit
of the State, and a great deal of work is
done in an honorary eapacity. There are
proposals in the Bill that were not asked
For by the confereneces, but 1 suppose we
must take what is there as being the policy
of the Government, or vote against the
clanses to which we take exeeption when
the Bill reaches the Committee stage. There
are many maflers in the Bill that will have
the effect of inereasing the work of those
people who voluntarily give up their time
for the benefit of the districts-affected, as
for instance the building of workers’ homes,
the conduet of entertainments by agrieul-
tural societies, etc. The Minister knows
that under the Bill he is trying to get
through another place, he will deprive the
buards of a considerable amount of rev-
enue, namely, the traffic fees and subsidies,
and that there will therefore be very little
money left for huilding. Therefore I
cannot see that there will be very much
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money available for the building of hos-
pitals or show grounds, or the running of
ferries or motor buses. It would have been
wall to have left out these things until it
was known what progress was being made
with the Bill before another place. The
principal amendment in the Bill is the alter-
ation of the system of veting, and as this is
not a request from the road board confer-
ences, hut a part of the policy of the Labour
Giovernment, I intend to oppose it. Australia
has led the world in legislation at times, and
becanse other places have abandoned plural
voting, I do not agree that it should be aban-
doned here, In Tuasmania it is in operation.
And despite the fact that the Minister savs
it is not in operation in New South Wales, I
think 1 am right in saying that it is.

The Minister for Works: I did mot say
that.

Mr. LATHAM: Here is a point upon
which the Minister might enlizhten me:
Many properties are held hy, say, the Rail-
way Department, and are not rateable. In
the amending Bill the word “tenant” is
ineluded in the definition of “owner” I
have been wondering wheiher the Minister
proposes to entitle the tenants in the non-
rateable properties to a vote under the Bill.
Of course those properties ought to be rate-
able, for footpaths are made in front of
them. I should like to know whether it is
intended to make provision for the rating
of those properties. Particularly in dis-
triets like Merredin and Narrogin. big rail-
way centres, those properties should be
asked to contribute to the provision of
roads and footpaths. T think a mistake has
been made by the Minister in accepling too
rigidly the valuations made by the Taxation
Department. Really there can be only onc
value, whereas at present we have several
to choose from. To suggest that the Taxa-
tion Department’s valuations are correct in
every instance is nonsense. Some con-
sideration should be given to the taxpayer
in the matter of appeal. The departmental
officers are anxious that their values should
be accepted. Aany road boards have
aceepted them, but it has given rise to a
good deal of discontent. If the Ministor
is to have the right to say that these shall
he the values, ard if it means an appeal 1o
the eourt. it will involve considerable ex-
pense. As for the rate struek, the Minister
has made the point that some of the board-
strike onlv a 14, rate. T have frequently
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pointed out to departmental officers that if
the valuation be high and the rale low, they
are getting more revenuwe than they would
on a low valonation and s high rats

The Minister for Works: Generally we
get the combination of low values and low
rates.

Mr. LATHAM: The other day the Min-
ister referred to a distriet without naming
it. I think he meant a district down the
South-West.

The Minister for Works: No, 1 meanl
York.

Mr. LATHAM: The values there are
[airly high., The rate, ot course, has been
1%%4d. Possibly York is a little more for-

tunate than some other districts, because
when money was plentiful and Governments
were generons we had some very good roads
built there.

The Minister for Works: Not by the
local people. 1 have had many complaints
about the condition of the roads.

Mr. LATHAM: Those complaints must
be in respect of a big streteh of road be.
tween York and Perth.

The Minister for Works: No. They have
come from the district east of York.

Mr. LATHAM: There should be no com-
plaint from that district. The trouble al-
ways has been a stretch of poor country
hetween York and Perth. There is no value
in it. and of course money camnot be taken
from one ward and spent in another ward.
I am sorry the Minister, with the assistance
of the money he is getting from the Com-
monwealth. is oot able to contribute some-
thing to that road, on which there is a great
deal of traffic. Tt is time some arrangement
were made under which the people using
that road would have to contribute towards
its maintenapee, The Minister might have
included in the Bill a provision under which
peonte paying high traffic fees should have
a vole in the selection of members of the
board. T notice the Minister has agreed to
the request repeatedly made for a variation
of the term “road district.” However, I do
not think it matters much whether it he
road district or shire or shire council; it is
only a little padding to please road board
members, so that they shall overlook some of
the unforgivable clanses of the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: If they asked
for il. it could nnt he padding put in by
the Minister.
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Mr, LATHAM: But some of the things
asked for by the boards have been leff un-
done.

The Minister for Lands:
pected to get the lot!

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, perhaps by way of
recompense for their free services fo the
State. No great alteration has been made
in the Aet sinee 1919, Of course it is a
big, comprehensive Act and perhaps the less
it is amended the better for the loeal au-
thorities. T think some provision should be
made for the swearing in of justices of the
peace. To-day they sit on the bench with-
‘out having been first sworn in.

Mr. Griffiths: We are going to have two
justices now.

Mr. LATHAM: Well, I find very great
difficulty in getfing these gentlemen ap-
appointed through the Premier's office, so
I will not say one word about that. Then
there is the tennre of road board members.
I do not know whether the Minister has
given much attention to this. It means
that there can be no continuity of poliey
if the board is to come out every three years.
Of course the Minister will tell us that it is
done here in this House. But then we bave
the Legislative Council,

The Minister for Works:

Mr. Griffiths: Thank God!

Mr. LATHAM: It is a Godsend to the
people we represent and, I think, fo every-
body.

* Mr, Davy: 1t is a Godsend to the Min-
ister for Works.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, what would he do
without it? In country distriets we have
the greatest trouble in getting road board
members, Nominations have to be invited
three or four times before a vacaney ean
be filled. If the whole board are to go out
there will he difficulty about filling all the
vacancies.

The Minister for Works: They will be
more important men under this Bill than
they are now. They will have larger fune-
tions.

Mr. LATHAM: Very few 6f the fune-
tions will be touched by the road board dis-
triets, especially where they are on the
verge of settlements and do not know where
to get the money to carry out the necessary
works.

The Minister for Lands: There will be no
compulsion about using these powers.

Then you ex-

Worse luck!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LATHAM: They will not be used
in such cases. We want workers’ homes in
the country, but it is no good duplicating
the present sysiem.

The Minister for Works: [ think that
request came from your distriet.

Mr. LATHAM: I thiok not. Ope de-
partment is safficient to control this matter.
The Government can borrow money cheaper
than road boards can,

The Minister for Lands: Road hoards
and Iocal authorities have heen getting
money from the Commonwealth cheaper
than we have been able to get it.

Mr. LATHAM: To-day it is impossible
to borrow money from the Commonwealth
Bank becansze they will not lend it to Jocal
governing bodies.

Mr. Chesson:
enough?

Mr. LATHAM: I would not like to ex-
press an opinion. Workers’ homes can be
built cheaper by the Government.  They
have their experts and their standard draw-
ings. Road board secretaries eannot be ex-
pected to be construetors of roads, and au-
thorities on buildings, agricultural societies,
motor buses, and ferries, ete.

Mr. Marshall: If the loeal authorities
cannot do if, the Government cannot do it.
I would rather have the local authority
when it is a question of being 200 miles
away from the seat of government.

Mr. LATHAM: The work ean be done
cheaper by the present adminisiration, I
commend the Minister for introducing a
provision giving power to the boards to ap-
point an engineer.  Of course, they can
already do that.

The Minister for Works: Not in that way,

Mr, LATHAM: An engineer may be ap-
pointed by three or four boards. This new
provision, however, will be of a beneficial
nature. Better value will be obtained from
the money spent if the local governing hodies
have an engineer to carry out the work. A
lot of Commonwealth money will be spent
in the country districts. When the boards
tender for work this particular elause will
assist them, Work can be carried out move
cheaply by the local governing bodies than
under the system followed by the Publie
‘Works Department. I will vote for the
second reading of the Bill, but in Committee
will oppose some of the elanses,

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
journed.

Is the security not good
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BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee,

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2, Subelaunse (2).—Insert after
the word “applicant” in line five the words
“or his predecessor in title":

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I see no
objection to the amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resclution reported, the report adoptled
and & message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—NEWCASTLE SUBURBAN LOT
58,

Council’'s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committce,

Mr. Lutey in the Chair;
ands in charge of the Bill,

Clause 2.~Insert at the end the following
words: “for the purposes of the trust as
stated in the schedule”:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—-
That the amendment be agreed to.
This will make the clause more clear so that
when the area is vested again in the new
trustees it shall be set aside for the purpose
set out in the schedule.

Minister for

Question put and passed.
Council’s amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Coneil.

House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—IRRIGATION, HARVEY
WEIR.

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, Is it a fact that it was proposed to
erect shutters on the weir of the reservoir of
the Harvey irrigation works? 2, If so, was
the proposal approved by the ex-Engineer-
in-Chief? 3, If approved, why has not the
work been earried out? 4, Will the Minister
lay the papers on the Table?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes. 3, The late Minister decided
that, as the ratepayers were not meeting
their obligations, be was not justified in ad-
ding to the capital cost. 4, The papers are
in use, but can be scen at the department
by the hon. member, if he so desires.

SITTINGS, ADDITIONAL HOURS
AND DAY.

THE CHIEYT SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—-Central) {4.35]: I move—

That during the month of December the
Council ghall meet for the despatch of business
on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
in each week at 3 pm.

If the motion be carried. we chall it on
Friday in addition to the other three days
and we shall start at 3 p.m. instead of 4.30
p.m. each day. T shouid like to close down
abont a week hefore Xmas. If we do this
we shall have 12 citting days up to and in-
cluding the 18th December. A similar motion
was moved on the 27th November, 1924, but
that session was not closed until the 23rd
December, and we finished after a sitting
that extended over 21 hours. The legislation
before us this vear is not so contentious as



